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Editor’'s Note: The first person to call the church office
with the correct answer will have their name published
in next month’s newsletter

Question for April:  Who saw the back of
God, since he could not bear to see him
face to face?

Question for March: Who referred to Mary
as the “mother of my Lord"?

The correct answer: Elizabeth

First Person To Correctly Answer the
March Question: Mildred Vincent
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The Allen Memorial Messenger

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of t he messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvatio n, who says to Zion, ‘Your God

reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 NRSV
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THE WRIGHT WAY OF THINKING...... Grace and peace be to you in the

name of Jesus the Christ. As we prepare to once more enter that special time called

Holy Week, | am again reminded that we see a span of emotions through the events

of that week. We see Jesus celebrated as He makes His way into town on Palm Sun-

day. We see His anger over how the House of God has been treated. We see His
love for the disciples as He joined them for the Last Supper. We see His humility as He stooped
and washed their feet. We see His anguish as He prayed in the Garden. We see the agony of
the cross. We see Jesus dead and buried. But, then we see the exhilaration of His triumphant
victory over death. Not only do we see the span of emotions in Jesus, perhaps we experience
them ourselves as we remember how those events unfolded.

That idea of seeing is important | believe. If we don't “see” what Jesus experienced, how can
we experience what He has done for us? Now there is more to this seeing than just visual sight.
We can look dead on something and still not see it. We can visually see it, but we may not ap-
propriate what it means in our lives. | hope that is not the case with the events of Holy Week.
For these events are too important for us just to look through. We need to experience the span
of emotions so that we can understand what all this means to our lives. That is one reason | en-
courage you to share in all the regular and all the special services that are offered that week. |
say that not only as a small commercial for those services, but more importantly, as a call for
you to truly experience all the events of the week so that you will more fully comprehend what
Christ has done for us. The celebration of Easter would not be possible without the agony of the
cross and if we just celebrate without realizing why we celebrate, we can'’t fully understand the
point of it all. And, the point of it all is us. This is what God did for us.

When | think about that week, one of my favorite hymns is a song by Charles Wesley entitled,
“O Love Divine, What Hast Thou Done”. It helps me “see”.

O Love divine, what has thou done! The immortal God hath died for me! The Father's co-
eternal Son bore all my sins upon the tree. The immortal God for me hath died: My Lord, my
Love, is crucified! Is crucified for me and you, to bring us rebels back to God. Believe, believe
the record true, ye all are bought with Jesus' blood. Pardon for all flows from his side: My Lord,
my Love, is crucified! Behold him, all ye that pass by, the bleeding Prince of life and peace!
Come, sinners, see your Savior die, and say, "Was ever grief like his?" Come, feel with me His
blood applied: My Lord, my Love, is crucified!

Whenever we sing that song, especially if it is on Good Friday, | get emotional as | picture
the song in my mind. | begin to more fully “see” just what Christ did for me. | begin to “see” the
price He paid for my sins. Then | begin to “see” the power of the Resurrection in a new way. |
begin to understand what God is offering not only me, but everyone and | begin to see the depth
of God'’s desire to be in relationship with us. God loved and loves us so much that His only Son
died for us. But, God did not let death have the last say. So in Christ’s victory over death, we
also become victorious over death and we have the promise of eternal life. That should provoke
some emotion in us. That should propel us to really celebrate and rejoice. We are Easter peo-
ple! | pray you will “see” what God offers us as we share in this special week. Love,
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Boundaries & Myths Explaineaby carolyn Jackson

Over the past 10 months we have looked at the laws of BOUNDARIES and seen how they
apply to our lives. Now we are going to look at the 8 Myths, what is a MYTH? A Myth is some-
thing that appears true but is actually untrue. This month we will look at Myth 1 — If | set bounda-
ries, I'm being selfish. There is a great difference being selfish and being self-centered. Self-
ish = taking care of myself, being a good steward of my God given gifts. Being selfish is ok be-
cause | am taking care of what God has given me, myself and my gifts. Self-centered = every-
thing revolves around me. This is not ok; the world and things do not revolve around me.

We need to learn that if | am selfish | am not bad. Sometimes we need to be selfish to have
self-control (A Fruit of the Spirit). When we spread ourselves to thin, we are unable to do a
good job on the things we are trying to do. We are also unable to be a good steward of our God
given gifts. It is better to do 3 specific things well than try and do 5 things half way and poorly
done. If we have too much on our plate we are apt not to finish any project. If we do complete a
project it will only be partly done, because we didn’t have enough time to do our best and the
deadline came too quickly because we had poorly managed our time and resources. Parts of
God’s gifts to us are time and resources. To use them how God intends requires us to be good
stewards by using them wisely.

Self-centeredness has to do with everything revolving around “me”, my wants, and “me”
being the center of everything. It is all about “me” to the exclusion of my responsibility to others.
This is not what God intended for us but instead is a product of a fallen world. When we are self-
centered we are all about ourselves instead of anyone else. Having wishes and desires is a
God-given trait. However, we are to keep them in line with healthy goals and responsibilities.
Often we want something but it may not be what we need. God will give us what we need. Ap-
propriate boundaries actually help us increase our ability to care about others because we are
not so over extended and we are not centralized on ourselves. Persons with highly developed
limits are the most caring people. When we are good stewards of our Fruits/Gifts we are much
happier people.

THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER, a monthly publication of the Allen Memorial United Methodist
Church, is intended to be an informative link between the church members and friends. Your comments
and/or article contributions are welcome! If you know of other people you would like to receive this
newsletter, please contact the church office at 800 Decatur Pike, Athens, TN 37303 or call (423) 745-
1560. Large Print editions are available. Kathy Clark and Jeff Wright, Editors.

OUR 2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HANDS-ON MISSION PROJECT

Here are the items for this year's Conference Mission Project. We will be pro-
viding school supply kits that will go to Liberia to the work of Mary & Herbert
Zighuo. We hope to have another good response to this project. If you cannot
provide a full pack, remember that you can also provide shipping for a pack or
packs. Each pack has a $5 shipping. Anyone who would like to provide ship-
ping should make their check out to the church and we will then write one
check for all the shipping. Please note that if you want to do a pack as well as
provide the shipping, do not put the money in the pack. All items in the pack
need to be put in a 2 gallon zip loc bag. We need all packs at the church by

June 7th. If you have any trouble finding the items, please call the church office and we will see

what we can do. Thanks in advance for your response.

Items for each School Supply Pack

5 Spiral Notebooks (70 ct.) 1 10 Pack of Pens (blue or black) 1 inexpensive Watch

1 10 Pack of Pencils 112" Ruler 1 small Calculator

1 Compass & Protractor 1 small Dictionary 1 Large Poncho

1 small Bible (new or used) 1 Pair of Flip-Flops Size M-L
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Nancy Barton
Chris Beaton
Kenny & Cindy Benton
Evelyn Black
Bonnie Burmood
Melynda Caylor
Melanie Cook
John Cooley
Connie Coleman
Tamera Coleman
Nancy Crabtree
Nancy Cranfield
Shirley Dalton
Eva & Glenn Dockins
Lisa Dotson
Lorene Ensminger
Nancy Ferguson
Tyler Ford

Fred Fleming
Joshua Freeman
Steve Garren

As United Methodists
congregation, we are called to participate in the |

Dewey Jackson
Steve King & family
Gwen Lane

Eva Ruth Lawson
Charlie Littleton
Arthur Lockmiller
Paul Love & Family
Glenn Mason
Rubye Maupin
Jerry McLemore
Anna Mitchell
Patrick Moore

Jim & Linda Neil
Charlie Oakes
Rossie Mae Ogle
Judie Ohman
Randy Paisley

Jim Purser

Eddie Rich

Amy Roberts

Chris Russell Family

and members of this
ife of the church by our prayers, our

Josh Arsenault, Joe Betterton, Bran-
don Carter, Joe Clark, Keith Cole-
man, Tyler Cooley, Taylor Creas-
man, Duane Diebold, Michael Dyer,
Josh Gary, Taylor Gray, Eric Greisenhaur,
Brent Harbin, Brandon Hashe, Lee Hashe,
Paul Herron, Daniel Hickey, Derek Hickey,
Tim Lammers, Wayne McKenzie, Will Nation,
Klaus Ohman, Adam Randle, Alex Randle,
Zach Roberts, Brittany Rupert, Raymond
Shumate, Dwain Sliger, Brent Stephens.

Average Sunday School Attendance* 77
Average Worship Attendance* 174
Avg. SS Attendance Year To Date* 82
Avg. Worship Attend. Year To Date* 179
2008 Average SS Attendance 80
2008 Average Worship Attendance 185
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The Athens Area Ministerial Association will again sponsor Midday Holy
Week Services that will last approximately 30 minutes. They will also hold a
Sunrise Service on Easter morning. Plan to share in these services.

Location
Monday, April 6 - 12:05 PM

Tuesday, April 7- 12:05 PM

Wednesday, April 8 -12:05 PM St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Thursday, April 9 - 12:05 PM  Allen Memorial UMC

Friday, April 10 - 12:05 PM Trinity UMC

Sunday, April 12 - 7:00 AM

Keith Memorial UMC

St. Paul's Episcopal Church

Speaker

Rev. Wayne Williams

World Harvest Outreach
Father James Vick

St. Mary’s Catholic Church
Rev. Charles Ensminger
Niota & Cedar Springs UMC'’s
Rev. Hendry Harrison

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
Rev. Les Rust

Mars Hill Presbyterian Church

Mars Hill Presbyterian Church  Rev. Mike Hubble

Keith Memorial UMC

We will host a special Maundy Thursday Service, on April 9th at 7:30 PM
with a special production of “The Living Last Supper”. Our Choir under
the leadership of Becky Jaquish will perform several songs while the
“Last Supper” drama will be presented by members of the congregation
and special guests. This will be a very meaningful service and we hope
you will make an extra effort to be a part of it. The Keith and Trinity con-
gregations will be joining us and we encourage you to invite anyone from
the community to share in this special service as the events of that night come alive for us.

On Friday night, April 10th,
we will again join Trinity

Good

On Easter Sunday morning,
we will receive our annual

Violet Goodner Sherry & Gene Sabo  Received for Operating Budget*  $  16,938.29 day . : g »

Bill Guffey Sherrinimmons Received Year to Date* $ 51,092.00 and Keith Memorial for a Lenten “Dime a Meal

Jim Harrison Mildred Smith Received Year to Date in 2008 $ 49,118.19 combined Good Friday offering. If you give a dime a

Kri Harri Nell Smith Special Giving service. Keith Memorial meal, as all youth and adults are challenged

R_”Sr:end Harnﬁon Eef Smr:t Parsonage Fund* $ 1,275.80 will host the service as we to do, the amount is $12.00. Children are

GIC arH_ r?s e R”C Tﬁ mer Sunday School Outreach* $ 53.16 remember the death of encouraged to give a penny a meal, which
ene Higham oy Thomas Bus Fund* $ 645.50 / Christ.  The service will comes to a total of $1.20. The money will

Gary Hooper Carrie Tydingco Youth* $ 310.00 ' start at 7:30 PM. Please go to our mission work.

Matt Hutchison Becky Tynes One Great Hour of Sharing* $ 63.00 ; ‘o cany

Don Hutsell Bruce Vincent Cookbook Proceeds* s 245,00 make time to attend this service as well.

Pam Hutsell Mildred Vincent Hiwassee Offering* $ 50.00 Volunteers Needed......

On Easter Sunday, you are invited to bring
fresh flowers as we will continue our
tradition of putting flowers on the cross in
the church yard. At the conclusion of our
worship service, we will gather at the cross
to sing “He Is Lord” as a witness to the
Resurrection of our Lord and our belief that
from his death on the cross comes new life
for all.

Local Missions* $ 14.00 Youth and children volun-

* All Attendance & Giving Figures are through teers are needed for our

3/22/09 Easter Sunday Worship
service to help carry items
into the sanctuary. Please

Pray for our nation, community, our leaders,

Pray for our Pastor and for each other.

Pray for God’s vision for our church.

Pray for our Bishop, James Swanson and
our District Superintendent, Mike Travis

Pray for those who need salvation.

Pray for Herbert & Mary Zigbou

The story of the Resurrection was first spread
by word of mouth. As we prepare to celebrate tell the Pastor or Sandy
Easter once more, who have you shared the Wright if you would like to
news with that we serve a risen Savior? help.
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Please join us on Wednesday, April 15th, for
our Spring Fling. Our theme this year is
“Fill My Cup Lord.” The program will be pre-
sented by Charlotte and Becky. Each per-
son is asked to bring a favorite cup or mug.
Our noon meal will consist of Ham w/brown
sugar glaze, Jeannies Turkey Meatballs,
Green Beans, Spinach Maria, Tossed
Salad, Hash Brown Casserole, Wild Rice
with almonds, French Bread and a variety of
desserts. The meal is free; however, we
need to know how much to prepare. Please
make your reservation by Sunday, April 12th
with Kathy or Charlotte. Please note that
we are meeting on the 3rd Wednesday in-
stead of the 1sts Tuesday this month.
Cornbread Festival
On Saturday, April 25th we will be going to
historic South Pittsburg for the Annual Corn-
bread Festival. We will take a tour which
showcases some of the oldest homes and
sites in that area. We will also stop at the
Lodge Manufacturing Co. where we will tour
the state of the art foundry. After our tour
you will have the opportunity to sample 9
different kinds of cornbreads. For lunch you
can choose from a variety of vendors offer-
ing everything from pinto beans to burgers,
etc. Lots of yummy treats. We will leave
the church at 9:00 AM and return around
5:00 PM. Please make your reservations
with Charlotte or Kathy by April 12th and
pay the fee of $5.00 per person for the his-
toric tour by that day as well. For further in-
formation on this trip please see the bro-
chure on the side vestibule or you can call
the church office 745-1560.

We have had requests for
more cookbooks, so we
have printed another run.

———\/ |If you would like a copy,
COOKBOOKS  please see Charlotte New-
man, call the church office at 745-1560 or
pick up or copy in the side vestibule.
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Our UMW will have their meeting
on Tuesday, April 14th at 7:00
PM in Wattenbarger Hall. Judy
Hart will have the program and
Letha Allen will be the hostess. All ladies of
the church are invited and encouraged to
attend.
Thought for the Month: If you quit, because no
one praised you or thanked you, it was a job. If
you stay with it even when no one seems to no-
tice, it's a ministry.

The organized unit of United Methodist Women
shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God, and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop
a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the Church.

The Men’s Group will meet on
Sunday, April 5 at 8:30 AM for
breakfast, fellowship and devo-
tions in Wattenbarger Hall. All
men are invited to attend.

McMinn Ministries will meet Thursday, April
2nd, at the Wesley Ministry Center. The
day meeting will be at 10:00 AM and the
night meeting will be at 7:00 PM. Anyone is
welcome to attend either meeting. To get to
the Center: from Decatur Pike, turn south on
Westside Ave. Then turn left at the corner of
Westside and Cleveland and go 3 blocks
past the next stop sign. Turn right on Geor-
gia Ave. and go 1 block to the back en-
trance of the brick church building.

We will not have a Body & Soul
April but we are in need of some-
one to host the meal in May. We
also have other months open as
well. This is a good opportunity for fellow-
ship with our brothers and sisters in Christ
and we hope that you will help us keep this
ministry going with within the church..

2. Tanner Collins, Olivia Thurman
3. Aaron Bryant
6. Mike Jackson, Kandi Burnett
7. Don Hutsell, Patricia Martin, Allen Howell
8. Brian Johnson
11. Shannon Miller, Rebecca Garren,
Jim Powers
12. Jamie Smith
13. Delora Elder, Jeannie Newman
14. Betty Vincent, Sally Garren,
Pat Blackburn
15. Tim Walker
16. Jason Richards
17. Mildred Smith, Brittany Johnson
18. Ben Robinson
21. Samuel Carpenter
22. Bobby Davidson, Adam Howell
23. Betty Jenkins
25. Eva Oakes
27. Makade Kittle
28. Karen Allen, Marjorie Guffey,
Cortney Davidson
29. April Acuff Stanton
30. Bryce Johnson

3.Lonnie & Connie Hughes
4. Pat & Sussette Moore,
Ella & Rick Parker
7. Shelton & Susan Goldblatt,
Ivan & Ann Robbins
16. David & Tammy Bohannon
18. S.L. & Sylvia Johnson
24. Paul & Stacia Dugan
25. James & Karen King
26. Larry & Pat Blackburn
29. Brandy & Levi Gilthane
30. Jack & Katrinka Castle

One day, a man went to visit a church.
He got there early, parked his car and got
out. Another car pulled up near him. The
driver got out and said, 'l always park
there! You took my place!

The visitor went inside for Sunday
School, found an empty seat and sat
down. A young lady from the church ap-
proached him and stated, 'That's my seat!
You took my place!" The visitor was some-
what distressed by this rude welcome, but
said nothing.

After Sunday school, the visitor went into
the sanctuary and sat down. Another
member walked up to him and said, 'That's
where | always sit! You took my place!
‘The visitor was even more troubled by this
treatment, but still He said nothing.

Later as the congregation was praying
for Christ to dwell among them, the visitor
stood up, and his appearance began to
change. Horrible scars became visible on
his hands and on his sandaled feet. Some-
one from the congregation noticed him and
called out, 'What happened to you?'

The visitor replied, as his hat became a
crown of thorns, and a tear fell from his
eye, 'l took your place.’ —copied

Source of Life and All That Is,
Giver of Every Good Gift, we are
humbled and amazed by your generosity.
You have blessed our lives with so much—
the breath of life and the grace of salvation.
Teach us, O God, to pass on your generos-
ity. Help us be joyful givers. Make us good
stewards of all with which we have been
entrusted. For the work of your Kingdom
and the future of your church, enable us to
give or our first fruits and not just from our
leftovers. In Christ's name we pray. Amen.
-Mary Kay Totty
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Chris Tomlin Concert

We will be attending the Chris

Tomlin will be in concert in

Knoxville on Tuesday, April 7th.
If you have reserved a ticket, please see
Lela for travel times.

Summer Mission Trip
Our summer mission trip will be July 11-19
and we will attend and participate in the
Student Life at the Beach Conference in
Daytona Beach, Florida. In addition to the
programs at the conference, the group will
do small mission jobs. The trip is open to
anyone in the church. You will need to pay
a $35 deposit at that time. The speaker for
the Conference will be Louie Giglio and our
work projects will be in the community. See
Lela Lawson for more information.
Youth Yard Sale
When you are doing your spring cleaning
and you find things you want to get rid of,
please remember our youth yard sale. If
you have any items you would like to do-
nate, you can drop them off in the green
storage building across the street from the
church. If you have items you want picked
up, please call Lela Lawson. Thank You!
B-BQ Dinner

We will sponsor a B-BQ Dinner after church
on Sunday, April 28th. Please make plans
to stay and eat with us on that Sunday and
watch for the complete menu in the Sunday
bulletins.

@'j Kid’'s Klub Meetings

Agoa i), Our Kid's Klub will be
,SHI‘L,D.\ENg meeting on April 5th,
WS TR(ASE® 19th, and 26th from 5-7

PM for a snack meal, a
Bible lesson, crafts, mu-
sic and lots of fun. All children through the
5th grade are invited to participate.

Bible School Volunteer Meeting
We will have a Bible School Volunteer
Meeting on Sunday, April 5th at 3:30 for
anyone interested in helping with our VBS
which will be June 7-12. For more informa-
tion on how you can help, please see Lisa
Sharp.
All kids, toddlers and up,
are invited to share in our
annual Easter Egg Hunt on
Saturday, April 11th at 1:00
at the Parsonage (Jeff and
Sandy’s), 1409 Miami
Street. Bring your basket
and be ready to have a good time. Lunch
will be provided. If anyone would like to
help, they can bring bags of wrapped candy
to the church by Wednesday, April 8th. The
candy will be used for treat bags for the
kids. A sign-up sheet is in the Sunday
School hall so we can get an estimated
count for lunch. In case of bad weather, we
will have an alternate plan that will be an-
nounced later. Come and bring your
friends!

Our Relay for Life team has begun selling those famous Chocolate covered-peanut butter
filled eggs. Orders can now be taken and sales sheets are available in the church office. The
absolute deadline for orders is Sunday, April 5th. Orders have already been flying in, and pro-
duction is underway. If you would like to help make eggs, please see Joyce Grubb. We are
buying all the ingredients in bulk this year and can also use monetary donations to help with the
cost. If you are selling eggs, please get Joyce a count on how many you have sold as soon as
possible. We also are still signing up walkers for the night of the Relay (May 8-9) as well as
sponsors for the walkers. We will also need people to work the booth the night of the Relay If
you can help in any way, please see Joyce Grubb, Sandy Wright, Carlene Kuykendall, Yvonne

Raper or the Pastor.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Date Flower Schedule Pew Pals Acolytes 1 2 3 4
. ) ) ) Something For Everyone Something For Everyone

April 5, Church J.R. Griggs Jordan Ba ines & Katelyn Hutchison S h GA Tri S h GA Tri
April 12, Susan Scott & Elaine Davidson Dan/Jake  Herron Tanner Collins & Dylan Carpenter avannan, np avanna ' I’Ip .
April 19, Don & Lou Jean Hutsell Tom/Andr ew Huth  Mary Beth Ronne & Morgan Hutchison 10:00 McMinn Ministries
April 26, Open Jim McQuain Sydne i Wilson & Katelyn Hutchison 7:00 McMinn Ministries

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

8:30 Men's Breakfast 12:05 Holy Week Service at 12:05 Holy Week Service at 12:05 Holy Week Service at 12:05 Holy Week Service at 12:05 Holy Week Service at 1:00 Children’s Egg Hunt at the
10200 Sunday School Keith Memorial UMC St. Paul.’s Episcopal Church St. Mary’s. (?atholic Church Allen Memorial UMC Trinity UMC Parsonage

11:00 Morning Worship 5:30 Exercise Group _ 6:30 Prayer Ministries _ 5:30 Exercise Group 7:30 Good Friday Service at

3:30 VBS Workshop 7:00 Last Supper Practice 7:00 Last Supper Practice 7:30 PM Maundy Thursday Keith Memorial

4:30 Youth Presentation of “The Living

5:00 Kid's Klub Last Supper” at Allen

6:00 Last Supper Practice

7:00 Lenten Study

12 13 14 15 16 17 18
11:00 Morning Worship : : p 6:30 Prayer Mlnls'trles .
No Evening Services/Activities 7:00 Chancel Chair Practice
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10:00 Sunday School 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 9:30 Senior Adult Day at Camp 6:30 Prayer Ministries 5:30 Exercise Group 9:00 Something For Everyone

11:00 Morning Worship

4:30 Youth

5:00 Kid's Klub

7:00 Church Council

7:00 Divorce Support Group

6:30 Boundaries Class

Lookout
5:30 Exercise Group

7:00 Chancel Choir Practice

Corn Bread Festival-South
Pittsburg, TN

26
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship
12:00 Youth B-BQ Dinner
4:30 Youth
5:00 Kid's Klub
7:00 5 Practices Study

27

9:00 Daytime Bible Study
6:30 Boundaries Class

28
5:30 Exercise Group

29
6:30 Prayer Ministries
7:00 Chancel Choir Practice

30
5:30 Exercise Group

PHYiIlgFOT This is a reminder
for all our Prayer
Shepherds to
contact their sheep
this month and to
pray for them daily.




