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Editor’'s Note: The first person to call the church office
with the correct answer will have their name published
in next month’s newsletter

Question for February: What beast did the
apostle Paul claim to have been saved
from?

Question for January: What bird did Jesus
tell His followers to be as innocent as?

The correct answer: Dove

First Person To Correctly Answer the
January Question:  Mildred Vincent

‘Be my valentine ... Be my valentine ....
Be my valentine ....”

The Allen Memorial Messenger

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of t he messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvatio n, who says to Zion, ‘Your God
reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 NRSV
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THE WRIGHT WAY OF THINKING......
Greetings in the name and love of Jesus Christ. February is a month
known for love because of Valentines Day. | remember back in grade
school we would exchange valentines and candy in the classroom. Some-
times our intent wasn't to love, but to get treats. We would say we loved
on the valentines or some other corny line about Be Mine! But, we had no real idea what love
meant and even then there were people we would be hesitant to give a valentine to or at least
we would make sure it was one of the more generic ones.
The Bible teaches us a lot about love. Let me refresh your memory:
John 13:34-35 "A new command | give you: Love one another. As | have loved you, so you
must love one another. By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one
another.”
| Corinthians 13: 4-6 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
1 John 3:11 This is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one an-
other.
1 John 3:18 Dear children, let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.
1 John 3:23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, and
to love one another as he commanded us.
1 John 4:7-10 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone
who loves has been born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know
God, because God is love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and
only Son into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved God,
but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.
I John 4:19-21 We love because he first loved us. If anyone says, "l love God," yet hates his
brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot
love God, whom he has not seen. And he has given us this command: Whoever loves God
must also love his brother.

Sometimes we show love. Sometimes we don’'t. Sometimes we say we love but our actions
and attitudes say otherwise. Sometimes this happens inside the church. Sometimes this hap-
pens in our homes, jobsites, or even in our front yards. Part of the problem is we think we are
loving when really we are not. We don't see the attitude we give to others as being hurtful. If we
say hateful things or just snippy things to one another, we are not loving. If we think more highly
of ourselves and look down at others, we are not loving. If we think about ourselves above oth-
ers, we are not loving. If we favor some and exclude others, we are not loving. Christ teaches us
to love each other as we have been loved by God. Let us examine how we treat each other to
see if we are loving each other as Christ loves us. That is what we should be doing and if we are
not we are only fooling ourselves. In His Love,
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Boundaries Explainecy carolyn Jackson Boundary #9 The Law of Activity

Most people are responders and/or initiators. Many times we have boundary problems be-
cause we lack initiative—the God given ability to propel ourselves into life. When we are tod-
dlers we begin to run into boundaries, like Mom’s knee, when we try to enter somewhere we
shouldn’t be going. We are told “NQO”, a gate prevents us from entering places that aren’t good
for us. These are types of boundaries. This is where the aggressive child learns limits without
losing his or her spirit.

| have a problem, what am | going to do? If | am a well boundaried person, | will be active in
finding a solution to the problem, | will assume ownership of the problem. If | am a passive per-
son, | will grumble, explode, or become the victim. The sad thing is that many people who are
passive are not inherently bad, but evil is an active force, and passivity can become an ally of
evil when we don't push against it. God will match our effort, but he will never do our work for
us. If God did the work for us that would be an invasion of our boundaries and God does not
invade our boundaries. He wants us to be assertive and active, seeking and knocking on the
door of life.

Dr. Cloud explains what our part is in the following story. A man was an alcoholic. Dr. Cloud
said to him, “You are an alcoholic.” “Yes” replied the man, “a hopeless one. | have had 2 busi-
nesses fail, and had 2 divorces.” Dr. Cloud asked, “How did you become sober?” The man re-
plied, “I went to 7 meetings a day.” “7 meetings a day!” said Dr. Cloud. The man said “yes, if |
could just make it to the next meeting without a drink, that was about what my need was.” This
could apply to any situation because when we want to heal, we become hungry and thirsty to
find a solution to resolve the pain. Our spiritual and emotional well-being depends on our hav-
ing the spirit to seek and knock on the door of life.

Trying and failing and trying again is called learning. God matches our efforts as we struggle
in this process of failing and trying again until we get it. God will never do our work for us be-
cause this would be an invasion of our boundaries. He wants us to be assertive and active
seeking resolutions. God'’s grace covers our failures. Hebrews 10:38-39 tells us, “But my right-
eous one will live by faith. And if he shrinks back, | will not be pleased with him. But we are not
of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe.” (NIV). We are encour-
aged not to abandon our faith in times of persecution, but to show by our endurance that our
faith is real. Faith means resting in what Christ has done for us in the past, but it also means
trusting Him for what he will do for us in the now and in the future.

It is said that when a baby bird is ready to hatch, if we break the egg for the bird, the bird will
not live and it will die. The bird must peck own way out of the shell into the world. This aggres-
sive “workout” strengthens the bird, allowing it to function in the world. When we take away the
responsibility, the bird will die. God secured our lot in life, but we have to possess it, by assum-
ing responsibility and ownership of it. Through suffering we learn obedience. This gives us tools
to be an active player in this thing called life.

THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER, a monthly publication of the Allen Memorial United Methodist
Church, is intended to be an informative link between the church members and friends. Your comments
and/or article contributions are welcome! If you know of other people you would like to receive this
newsletter, please contact the church office at 800 Decatur Pike, Athens, TN 37303 or call (423) 745-
1560. Large Print editions are available. Kathy Clark and Jeff Wright, Editors.

During Lent, the Pastor will lead a study on the book by Bishop Robert Schnase

called The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations. The five practices are: Radical

Hospitality, Passionate Worship, Intentional Faith Development, Risk-Taking

Mission and Service, and Extravagant Generosity. The study will be a way for us

to learn how we can grow in these ways. He will offer the study both as a day study
and a night study. If you would like more information or if you would like to participate, please
see the Pastor. The exact times will be set depending on your interest.
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As United Methodists

Pam Hutsell
Dewey Jackson
Steve King & family
Gwen Lane

Eva Ruth Lawson
Charlie Littleton
Arthur Lockmiller
Bonnie Burmood Paul Love & Family
Melynda Caylor Glenn Mason
Dayton Christensen  Rubye Maupin

Tonya Arsenault
Nancy Barton
Chris Beaton
Bernard Black
Evelyn Black
Larry Blackburn
Patti Rae Bryant

John Cooley Jerry McLemore
Nancy Crabtree Patrick Moore
Nancy Cranfield Jim & Linda Neil
Kay Crockett Charlie Oakes

Eva & Glenn Dockins Rossie Mae Ogle
Lorene Ensminger Judie Ohman
Nancy Ferguson Dennis Richeson

Fred Fleming Retha Roberts

Aline Fritz Amy Roberts

Al Gamble Chris Russell Family
Steve Garren Sherry & Gene Sabo
Violet Goodner Lori Sluder

J.R. Griggs Mildred Smith

Jim Harrison Roy Thomas
Richard Hashe Carrie Tydingco
Gene Higham Becky Tynes

Bruce Vincent
Mildred Vincent
Ogle Wattenbarger
Amy Windt

Gary Hooper
Greg Hughes
Matt Hutchison
Don Hutsell

Pray for our nation, community, our leaders,

Pray for our Pastor and for each other.

Pray for God’s vision for our church.

Pray for our Bishop, James Swanson and

our District Superintendent, Mike Travis

Pray for those who need salvation.

Pray for the Bishop and Cabinet as they
make Pastoral Appointments.

Pray for Herbert & Mary Zigbou

and members of this

congregation, we are called to participate in the |  ife of the church by our prayers, our

Josh Arsenault, Brandon Carter,
Joe Clark, Keith Coleman, Tyler
Cooley, Taylor Creasman, Duane
Diebold, Michael Dyer, Taylor Gray,
Eric Greisenhaur, Brent Harbin, Brandon
Hashe, Lee Hashe, Daniel Hickey, Derek
Hickey, Tim Lammers, Wayne McKenzie,
Klaus Ohman, Adam Randle, Alex Randle,
Zach Roberts, Brittany Rupert, Raymond
Shumate, Dwain Sliger, Brent Stephens.

Average Sunday School Attendance 87
Average Worship Attendance 184
Avg. SS Attendance Year To Date 87
Avg. Worship Attend. Year To Date 184
2008 Average SS Attendance 80
2008 Average Worship Attendance 185

Received for Operating Budget $ 19,230.71
Received Year to Date $ 19,230.71
Received Year to Date in 2008 $ 16,434.46
Special Giving
Parsonage Fund $ 1110.04
Sunday School Outreach $ 39.50
Bus Fund $ 485.00
Youth $ 35.00
Human Relations Day $ 35.00
Food Pantry $ 25.00
Cookbook Proceeds $ 8,216.41

The song Freely, Freely by Carol Owens
says: God forgave my sin in Jesus name, I've
been born again, in Jesus name, and in Jesus
name | come to you to share his love as he
told me to. Who have you shared His love
with?
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Everyone is invited to share
in a special meal following
worship on Sunday, Febru-
ary, 1st as the Bus Commit-
tee will host a fund raising luncheon. The
menu will be Beef Stew, Coleslaw, Corn-
bread and dessert. There will be no charge
for the meal, but donations will be gladly
accepted. All proceeds will go to the bus
fund. Your support is greatly appreciated.

e On Sunday, February 1st our
Youth once again will lead us
in the Souper Bowl of Caring.
The Souper Bowl of Caring is a nation-wide
project to provide food to those who are hun-
gry. When you come to church that day,
please bring at least one canned food item
for every member of your family. The cans
we collect will be given to the Allen Food
Pantry. We will also collect monetary dona-
tions which will be split between Coordi-
nated Charities and for our Food Pantry.

Again this year we will

join with the Keith Me-

morial and Trinity con-

gregations for a com-

bined Ash Wednesday

Service which will be
held at Trinity at 6:30 PM. We hope you all
will come and share in this special service
which marks the beginning of Lent.

You are invited to participate in the Annual
Work Day at Camp Lookout on Saturday,
February 28th. There will be great fellowship,
food, devotion time, and plenty of projects to
keep everyone busy. The day will start at
7:30 with a light breakfast with work begin-
ning at 8:00. Lunch will be served at noon
and the work will end at 3:00. Workday will be
held rain or shine. For more information,
please see the Pastor or call Don Washburn
at 706-820-1163.

The PIECEMAKERS of Trinity

UMC are assisting in sponsor-

ing QUILTFEST-2009 on
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7,

from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM. All

quilts made that day will be donated to Full
Circle Women'’s Services to be given to ba-
bies. Everyone is invited to participate; no
sewing experience is necessary as there
will be cutting, some pressing and design-
ing in addition to sewing the quilts. If you
would like to sew, please bring your sewing
machine, extension cord, scissors and ro-
tary cutters. Those participating are asked
to bring two yards of quilting material if pos-
sible. Lunch will be served. Please come
and enjoy a day of community fellowship
and sewing.

The Conference’s Older Adult Retreat, Jubi-
lation will be held at the MeadowView Re-
sort and Convention in Kingsport on March
29-31. The Keynote Speaker will be Bishop
Kenneth Carder. Bishop Richard Looney will
be the Bible Study leader. Entertainment will
be provided by storyteller, Charles Maynard,
Lori Melton (a one person bell choir), the
Tennessee Wesleyan Chamber Choir, and
Beverly Kerr and Sarah Holloway. For more
information please call the church office or
go to http://jubilation.holston.org. The early
registration deadline is March 4th. This is a
great event and we would like to see some
of Allen’'s members attend. Scholarship
money is available to help with the costs.

On Sunday, February 15th, we will join all
churches in the Conference in an offering
for Hiwassee College. Over the last few
years, the college has had accreditation
issues. They need our financial help to get
beyond this. Remember that as you come to
church on the 15th.
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On Tuesday, February 3, we will be going
to O’Charley’s in Cleveland. We will visit
the new shopping center after lunch to shop
for some winter sale bargains. We will
leave the church at 11:15 and return around
3:30. Please make your reservations with
Charlotte or Kathy by Sunday, February 1%
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We still have cookbooks available so if you
would like to purchase one please see
Charlotte Newman or Kathy Clark or call the
church office 745-1560. We appreciate all
your support in this cookbook project. We
printed 649 cookbooks. Thanks!

% &

Our Relay for Life team is kicking into
action and needs your help. We need
walkers and people to sponsor walkers.
We need people to help work the booth the
night of the Relay as well as people to help
plan for our booth. The theme for the Relay
this year is “Make Cancer History” and we
will be “Rushing for a Cure” and using a
Gold Rush as the theme for our booth. We
need your ideas for decorations as well as
for a T-Shirt design for the Allen team.

Also, we are about to start making those
famous Chocolate covered-peanut butter
filled eggs again. This is our major fund-
raiser and you can help in several ways.
We need workers to make the eggs. We
will set a schedule up in shifts again this
year. We also need people to donate the
ingredients or to donate money so we can
buy the ingredients in bulk. And of course,
we need people to sell the eggs. For more
information on how you can help, see
Joyce Grubb, Sandy Wright, Yvonne
Raper, Carlene Kuykendall or the Pastor.
Sign-up sheets will also be posted soon.
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The United Methodist Women will
meet on Tuesday, February 10th
in Wattenbarger Hall at 7 PM..
Becky Jaquish will have the pro-
gram and Mary Sparkman will be the host-
ess. All ladies of the church are invited and
encouraged to attend.
Thought for the Month: “If you're doing it
because no one else will, it's a job. If you're
doing it to serve the Lord, it's a ministry.”
’ # %
The organized unit of United Methodist Women
shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God, and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop
a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the Church.

The Men’s Group will meet on
Sunday, February 8th at 8:30
AM in Wattenbarger Hall. All
men are invited.

$$ $ $

McMinn Ministries will meet Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5th at the Wesley Ministry Center.
The day meeting will be at 10:00 AM and
the night meeting will be at 7:00 PM. Any-
one is welcome to attend either meeting. To
get to the Center: from Decatur Pike, turn
south on Westside Ave. Then turn left at the
corner of Westside and Cleveland and go 3
blocks past the next stop sign. Turn right on
Georgia Ave. and go 1 block to the back
entrance of the brick church building.

Due to the number of meals and

dinners scheduled for February,

we will not have a Body & Soul

this month. We have a program
scheduled for March but we need someone
to host the meal. The sign up sheet for our
Body & Soul meals is up on the bulletin
board in the side vestibule for you to sign-up
to host throughout the year.

2. Charles Looney, Dr. Albert Rymer,
Jacob Walker
4. Harry Holder, Joe Wilburn, Adam Guffey,
Annette Ray
. Joseph Carpenter
. Zachary Lawson, Hannah Klusman,
Scotty Hannah
7. Glenn Mason
9. Jennifer Zavala
0. Ruth Seaton, Betty Acuff,
LeeAnn Jaquish
11. Tony Carpenter
12. Lorene Ensminger, Dale Rymer
14. Clark Nation
15. Mildred Vincent
16. Fredia Skidmore, Chandler Latham
18.Gene Farris, Evelyn Black,
Miller Bailey
19. Curtis Hutsell
20. Tommy Acuff
21. Don MacElman, Patricia Parker,
Ashlan Snyder
22. Jean Bryan, Linda Latham, Lisa Sharp,
Kristen Hutchison
23. Hannah Hall, Larry Jackson
24. Loretta Grubb
25. Johnny Bryan, Stacia Dugan,
Dylan Carpenter
26. Makayla Dake
28. Nell Gambill, Pam Kapka, Tyler Buckner
29. Brock Newman

o O
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The 2009 Flower Chart is
on the bulletin board in the
side vestibule and several
RS Sundays are open. If you
want to provide flowers for a specific Sunday
sign your name beside the date. The flowers
can be in honor of or in memory of someone
or to the glory of our Lord. When it is your
week, someone from the church office will
call you. Thanks for helping!

9. Kelly & Brian Bean
10. Josh & Nina Johnson
12. Tim & Sue Walker
13. Tim & Jamie Smith
14. George & Janie Goines
16. Frank & Lisa Boyd
22. Rick & Fredia Skidmore,
Tony & Kim Watson
27. Jay & Lynne Land

Years ago, a young man knelt
with his pastor and prayed as
he committed to God to tithe.
His first week’s pay was $10.00

and the tithe was $1.00. As he grew older
he became more prosperous and his tithe
was $7.00 a week, then $10.00. He moved
to another city and soon his tithe was $100
a week, then $200, then $500. One day the
younger man sent his old friend a wire.
“Please come see me.” The pastor arrived
at the man’s house. They had a good time
talking over old times. Finally the man came
to his point. “You remember that promise |
made years ago to tithe. How can | get re-
leased?” “Why do you want to get released,
“ asked the pastor? “It's like this,” replied
the man. “When | made the promise | only
had to give $1.00, but now it's $500. | can't
afford to give away money like that.”

The old pastor looked at his friend. “I am
afraid we cannot get released from the
promise, but there is something we can do.
We can kneel and ask God to shrink your
income so you can afford to give $1.00
again. —borrowed

What Children Say..A littte boy was
overheard praying, “Lord, if you can't make
me a better boy, don’'t worry about it. I'm
having a real good time like | am.
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We hope you

will share in

worship with us

on February 1st
as we celebrate Youth Sunday. Come and
here about the Youth’s trip to Resurrection
and other things they are doing and have
done. Most importantly, come and worship!

The Youth will be hosting a

Valentines Dinner on Satur-

day, February 14th at 6:30

PM in Wattenbarger Hall. The

menu will be Italian Night with

spaghetti, salad, garlic bread,
drinks and dessert. They will also have live
entertainment and a nursery will be pro-
vided. The cost for the meal is $10 for
adults and $5 for children and youth.

&l (

On Friday, February 20th the Youth girls
will have a lock-in with the theme: Live
Great! All youth girls are invited to attend.
They will have special programs, games,
food, fellowship and fun. If you want to
share in the night, please see Lela Lawson.

Chris Tomlin Concert
Attention any youth (or anyone)! Chris
Tomlin will be in concert in Knoxville on
April 7th. If you would like to go, tickets are
$25.00. Please see Lela to reserve your
ticket.

Summer Mission Trip
Our summer mission trip will be July 11-19
and we will attend and participate in the
Student Life at the Beach Conference in
Daytona Beach, Florida. In addition to the
programs at the conference, the group will
do small mission jobs. Anyone can go! Sign
-ups will be during a special program at
Youth on Sunday, February 22. You will
need to pay a $35 deposit at that time. The
speaker for the Conference will be Louie
Giglio. See Lela for more information.

Kid’'s Klub Meetings

¥ Our Kid's Klub is meeting

50 every Sunday evening from
VMY 5-7 PM for a snack meal, a

- % Bible lesson, crafts, music

and lots of fun. All children through the 5th

grade are invited to participate.

Princess and Pirate Party

On Sunday, February 15th, the Kid’'s Klub
will have a special party for all the girls and
boys. The girls will have a Princess Party in
the fellowship hall. The menu will be sand-
wiches, fruit, cake, and punch. The girls are
encouraged to wear princess dresses or
party dresses. The boys will have a Pirate
Party in the Youth Hall. Their menu will be
fish and chips (fries), dirt cake and drinks.
They will have eye patches and have a
treasure hunt. Each group will also do a
craft. All kids are invited to share in this spe-
cial fun event.

With Lent beginning on February

25th, its time to remind everyone

of our annual Dime a Meal for
Lent program. You are asked to contribute a
dime a meal for each adult and youth and a
penny a meal for each child throughout the
Lenten season. Special Lenten Banks will
be available at the church. However, you do
not have to have a bank to participate. Just
keep your offering in any container. All
containers should be returned to the church
on Easter Sunday. The total for the adults
and youths for the entire Lenten period would
be $12.00 and for a child, the total would be
$1.20. The offering will go to support mission

The 2009 Holston Conference

Camping Brochures are now

available. Please see Pam

Monteen for a copy so you can

check out the schedule and sign-
up. The church offers scholarships for each
child or youth attending Church Camp.




THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER 6 THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER 7

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesda Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
10:00 Sunday School 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 11:15 Something For Everyone 6:00 Prayer Ministries 10:00 McMinn Ministries
11:00 Morning Worship 6:30 Boundaries Class O’Charley’s in Cleveland 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 5:30 Exercise Class Pﬂyjng]?gr This is a reminder
12:00 Bus Fund Luncheon 5:30 Exercise Class 6:30 Boundaries Going Forward for all our Prayer
4:30 Youth 7:00 McMinn Ministries Shephe “.j s to
) . contact their sheep
5:00 Kid's Klub this month and to
pray for them daily.
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 5:30 Exercise Class 6:00 Prayer Ministries 5:30 Exercise Class
10:00 Sunday School 7:00 UMW 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 6:30 Boundaries Going Forward
11:00 Morning Worship
4:30 Youth
5:00 Kid’s Klub
6:30 Youth Valentine Dinner
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10:00 Sunday School 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 5:30 Exercise Class 6:00 Prayer Ministries 5:30 Exercise Class Youth Girls Lock-In
11:00 Morning Worship 6:30 Boundaries Class 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 6:30 Boundaries Going Forward
4:30 Youth
5:00 Kid's Klub
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10:00 Sunday School 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 5:30 Exercise Class 5:30 Exercise Class
11:00 Morning Worship 6:30 Boundaries Class 6:30 Boundaries Going Forward
4:30 Youth
5:00 K.dl,j Kiub Date Flower Schedule Pew Pals Acolytes
: Ia's Klu Feb. 1, Open Tom & Andrew Huth  Austin Mead ows & Dylan Carpenter
Feb. 8, Open Jim McQuain Tanner Collins & Cole Haggart
Feb. 15, Becky Jaquish Charles Newman Synd ei Wilson & Morgan Hutchison
Feb. 22, Tim Sharp Tim Sharp Jordan Baines & Katelyn Hutchison
| |




