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Editor’'s Note: The first person to call the church office
with the correct answer will have their name published
in next month’s newsletter

Question for January: What bird did Jesus
tell His followers to be as innocent as?

Question for December: In what animal's
carcass did Samson find a honeycomb?

The correct answer: Lion

First Person To Correctly Answer the
December Question: Mildred Vincent
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The Allen Memorial Messenger

“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of t
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvatio

he messenger who announces
n, who says to Zion, ‘Your God

reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 NRSV
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THE WRIGHT WAY OF THINKING...... Greetings in the name of Christ.

This is the time of year we make personal resolutions to live better. What would

happen if we make some as a church? We are participating in our Confer-

ence’s initiative to “Offer Them Christ.” It is a reminder that we have the oppor-

tunity to receive Christ ourselves and that we are also called to offer Christ to
others. The verse on the front cover, from the prophet Isaiah, was written decades before Christ
was born. It reminds us of the drawing power of Christ and the power Christ has to change lives.
Christ is the light that shines in the darkness of our world. The old children’s song about letting
our little light shine has a verse that says, “hide it under a bushel? NO!” How are we as a
church letting that light shine? Are there things we need to do better that will let the light of
Christ shine? Do we need a new resolve for that this year?

During the first week of January, | will attend The Congress on Evangelism in Nashville.
One of the study topics will be the book by Bishop Robert Schnase called The Five Practices of
Fruitful Congregations. The five practices are: Radical Hospitality (actively inviting, welcoming,
receiving, and caring for those who are strangers so they find a spiritual home and discover for
themselves the unending richness of life in Christ.) Passionate Worship (worship that God
uses to transform lives, heal wounded souls, renew hope, shape decisions, provoke change,
inspire compassion, and bind people to one another.) Intentional Faith Development
(purposeful learning in community that helps followers of Christ mature in faith and grow in
grace.) Risk-Taking Mission and Service (includes the projects, efforts, and work of people
that makes a positive difference in the lives of others for the purposes of Christ, life-changing
differences.) and Extravagant Generosity (sharing and giving that exceeds all expectations,
lavishly sharing, sacrificing and giving in service to God and neighbor.) How well do we do at
these things? Could these be a way to shape our resolve as a church in the coming year?

A pastor friend of mine was writing about this in his newsletter and said, “As you contemplate
how you can make 2009 better for yourself...spend some time in meditation on how practices
like those listed above might improve the effectiveness of First Church.” He said “we are all in
this together and that it takes all of us working together to make a difference in our community.”
Then Brad added some personal practices he thought are important in living out the Christian
life. With his permission, | want to share them with you. They provide a good starting point not
only for our personal journey this year, but for our corporate life as well as we work to become
more fruitful. Forgiveness —put the past behind you and move on in the grace of Jesus Christ.
Tolerance—not everyone is going to agree with you on everything, and that’s fine. We can live
with differences of opinion. Prayer, not only talking to God but allowing God to shape your life.
Holy Habits , doing things that bring honor to Christ and not doing those things that don't. Lov-
ing Others as you Love Yourself, Christ had a lot to say about that. If we can start on these
then work on the others, by year’s end, we should be different people and a different church.

The key is for us to become all God wants us to become. That should be our resolve as indi-
viduals and as the church as we begin this new year. | hope it is. Please let me know how | can
help you live out that resolve. Pray for me as | am praying for you. Love,
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Boundaries Explainecy carolyn Jackson Boundary #8 —The Law of Envy

Are you always seeing the grass being greener on the other side of the fence or do you want
what someone else has, or feel that you are missing out on the good things? The New Testa-
ment speaks strongly against the envious heart, think about James 4:2 “You want something
and do not have it; so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so
you engage in disputes and conflicts. You do not have. Because you do not ask.” (NRSV)

What does envy have to do with Boundaries? Envy is seeing the good as that which we do
not have. Whatever is good is what | don’t have. Envy is the opposite of gratitude.

Happiness is having what | have, not wanting what | don’t have. This is kind of like keeping
up with the family down the street. If | only had that new car, the bigger house, nhame label
clothes, or | should have got that promotion then | would be happy. Wishing | had what | don’t
have will not make me happy because my happiness comes from within ourselves, not from the
things we possess. Envy is a bottomless pit, it can never be filled.

Envy is a sin and is very destructive because it keeps us perpetually dissatisfied with what
we have. Dr. Townsend tells the story of one of the Rockefellers when he was asked about his
wealth, he always said just a little bit more, just a little bit more and he was worth at that time
2.8 billion dollars. What does this say about greed and envy? He had all he needed as far as
material things and wealth but he didn't experience the happiness we are all seeking. We can
look at our own country today and see what has happened because of envy and wanting what
we don't have.

The problem with envy is that it focuses outside of our boundaries and onto others. While we
are focusing on what others have or have achieved, we are neglecting our responsibilities and
will ultimately have an empty heart. Reflect on what Paul writes in Galatians 6:4 “Be sure to do
what you should, for then you will enjoy the personal satisfaction of having done your work well,
and you won't need to compare yourself to anyone else.” (Life Recovery Bible NLT)

To get out of the pit of envy and move to gratitude we need to do some specific things:

We need to grieve what we can'’t have.
We need to look inward, take responsibility for our misery.
We need to actively seek what we have and appreciate it.

Boundary-less people feel empty and unfulfilled. Envy should always be a sign to us that we
think we are lacking something. When we recognize that we are envious, we need to ask God to
help us understand what we resent, and why we do not have whatever we are envying, and
whether we truly need it. We need to ask God to show us how to get there or to help us grieve
what we cannot have and be content with what we do have. Look at what you have and see if
you really need what you desire that someone else has.

THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER, a monthly publication of the Allen Memorial United Methodist
Church, is intended to be an informative link between the church members and friends. Your comments
and/or article contributions are welcome! If you know of other people you would like to receive this
newsletter, please contact the church office at 800 Decatur Pike, Athens, TN 37303 or call (423) 745-
1560. Large Print editions are available. Kathy Clark and Jeff Wright, Editors.

BOUNDARIES CLASS: A new Boundaries Class will begin on Monday January 19,
2009 and run for 8 weeks from 6:30 to 8:30 PM. For information on the class, or to register, call
the church office at 745-1560 or Carolyn Jackson at 745-5378 by Wednesday January 14,
2009. The class is open to anyone. You do not have to be part of the church family to partici-
pate. If you know of someone who would benefit from the class share this information with them.
Physical boundaries help us determine who may touch us and under what circumstances. Men-
tal Boundaries give us the freedom to have our own thoughts and opinions. Emotional bounda-
ries help us to deal with our own emotions and disengage from the harmful, manipulative emo-
tions of others. Spiritual boundaries help us to distinguish God’s will from our own and give us
renewed awe for our Creator. Come and see how knowing your boundaries can help you.
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Tonya Arsenault
Nancy Barton
Chris Beaton
Bernard Black
Evelyn Black
Edith Bryant
Bonnie Burmood
Melynda Caylor
Dayton Christensen
John Cooley
Nancy Crabtree
Lynn Cranfield
Kay Crockett

Eva & Glenn Dockins
Lorene Ensminger
Nancy Ferguson
Fred Fleming
Aline Fritz

Al Gamble

Steve Garren
Violet Goodner
J.R. Griggs

Jim Harrison
Richard Hashe
Gene Higham
Gary Hooper
Greg Hughes
Matt Hutchison
Don Hutsell

As United Methodists
congregation, we are called to participate in the |

Pam Hutsell
Dewey Jackson
Steve King & family
Gwen Lane

Eva Ruth Lawson
Charlie Littleton
Arthur Lockmiller
Paul Love & Family
Glenn Mason
Rubye Maupin
Jerry McLemore
Patrick Moore

Jim & Linda Neil
Charlie Oakes
Rossie Mae Ogle
Judie Ohman
Dennis Richeson
Retha Roberts
Amy Roberts

Chris Russell Family
Sherry & Gene Sabo
Mildred Smith

Roy Thomas

Becky Tynes

Bruce Vincent
Mildred Vincent
Meg Wade

Ogle Wattenbarger
Amy Windt

Pray for our nation, community, our leaders,
Pray for our Missionaries- Herbert and Mary

Zigbuo.

Pray for our Pastor and for each other.

Pray for God’s vision for our church.

Pray for our Bishop, James Swanson and
our District Superintendent, Mike Travis

Pray for our NCD Team.

Pray for those who need salvation.

and members of this
ife of the church by our prayers, our

Josh Arsenault, Brandon Carter,

Joe Clark, Keith Coleman, Tyler

Cooley, Taylor Creasman, Duane

Diebold, Michael Dyer, Taylor Gray,
Eric Greisenhaur, Brent Harbin, Brandon
Hashe, Lee Hashe, Paul Herron, Daniel
Hickey, Derek Hickey, John Jeffries, Tim
Lammers, Wayne McKenzie, Klaus Ohman,
Adam Randle, Alex Randle, Zach Roberts,
Brittany Rupert, Raymond Shumate, Dwain
Sliger, Brent Stephens.

Average Sunday School Attendance 82
Average Worship Attendance 190
Avg. SS Attendance Year To Date 80
Avg. Worship Attend. Year To Date 185
2007 Average SS Attendance 76
2007 Average Worship Attendance 178

Received for Operating Budget $ 18,895.00
Received Year to Date $ 201,494.38
Received Year to Date in 2007 $ 193,893.39
Special Giving
Parsonage Fund $ 941.04
Sunday School Outreach $ 150.05
Bus Fund $ 370.00
Youth $ 270.00
Holston Home $ 45.00
Food Pantry $ 50.00
Jesus Birthday Offering $ 768.00
Future Fund $ 10.00
Membership 1/1/08 383
Membership 12/31/0 375
Deaths 9
Transfers to Other Churches 6
Transfers from Other Churches 4
Received on Profession of Faith 3
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Beginning on Sunday,

January 18th, we will start

a special new, short-term

Sunday School Class

called “Invitation to John”.

This is a Bible study on
the Gospel of John which will run for 12
weeks. It is a video study and has a partici-
pant’s book. It is part of the DISCIPLE Bi-
ble Study family but done on a short term
basis. The class is open to everyone and
we especially encourage those who are not
currently sharing in Sunday School to par-
ticipate. If you would like a new kind of
Sunday School Class then come and join
us for this new study.

On Sunday December
21st, we received four per-
sons into church member-
ship. Cole and Addison Hag-
gart were received on Profes-
sion of Faith and Baptism.

Doug Miller was received on transfer from Mt.
Zion Baptist Church and Nell Smith was re-
ceived on transfer from Central Baptist
Church.

Cole and Addison are brother and sister
and are the children of Kim Miller and Chuck
Haggart. Cole is 11 and is a 6th grader at
Westside School. He enjoys football and
muscle cars.

Addison is 13 and is in the 7th grade at the
Athens Junior High School. She likes to
dress up and is very involved in gymnastics.

Doug is their stepfather and has been at-
tending Allen for many years. He is a Plant
Engineer at Mills Products in Athens. He en-
joys bowling and working on and showing old
cars and trucks with his fathering-law, S.L
Johnson.

Nell is the widow of Paul Smith. She loves
her family and enjoys spending time with
them and her dog Savannah. She also loves
to read and likes to walk when she can. She
is also the mother of Tim Smith.

Begin your new year with a

new Bible study,

“TRANSFORMATION

JOURNAL,” a one year

JOURNEY through THE
BIBLE. It begins with GENESIS and goes
through Revelation. We will read a book a
week, reading specific scriptures, and have
guestions to answer for our weekly discus-
sions. This will be a very informal group but
where we will share our thoughts and insights
to scriptures you may never have read. This
study will be broken into segments of 5 or 6
weeks with a 2 week break in-between seg-
ments. A schedule will be set at the first
class. This new Bible Study will begin on
Monday, January 19, 2009, from 9 — 10:30
AM. Please register by calling the church of-
fice at 745-1560 by Sunday January 11,
2009, so adequate journals may be ordered.
The Transformation Journal is $22.00 but
scholarships are available. For more informa-
tion about the study, please call Carolyn
Jackson at 745-5378.

We have all enjoyed the beauty

of our Sanctuary during Advent

and Christmas, but now once

again it is that time to take down

the tree and all our decorations.

Those that can help, please be
at the church on Wednesday, January 7th at
6:00 PM. We so much appreciate any and all
your help.

usebD
ceLL (@ Do you have old cell phones
pé—g:lch ““you are no longer using lying
=, around your house? Why not
® put those to good use by donat-
ing them to our American Can-
cer Society Relay for Life Team? The ACS
has a project to collect used cell phones and
our team can actually raise money for the
Relay by collecting phones. A box will be put
in the side vestibule of the church to collect
the phones.
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On Tuesday, January 6", we will be going
to lunch at Big River Grille in Chattanooga.
We will leave here at 10:45 AM and return
around 3:00. You will need to make your
reservations with Charlotte or Kathy by
Sunday, January 4™. Also looking ahead.
We are planning a 2 night 3 day trip to Sa-
vannah, Georgia on March 31st—April 2nd.
Start planning now to join us for this trip.
Please be watching for full details of the
itinerary for this trip in the bulletin.

The Bus Committee will be hosting a meal
on Sunday, February 1st immediately fol-
lowing worship service. The menu will con-
sist of: Beef Stew, Cole Slaw, Corn Bread
and Dessert. There will be no charge for
this meal, but donations will be gladly ac-
cepted as this will go towards the purchase
of a new Bus.

Our Body & Soul will be on Janu-
ary 21% at 6:30 PM and will be
hosted by Becky Jaquish, Joyce
Grubb, and Charlotte Newman.

The meal will consist of Baked ham, Col-
lard Greens, Pinto Beans, Corn Bread and
dessert. The program will be presented by
Michele Frazier of the Woods Memorial
Hospital Senior Care Program. She will
present a program on Laughter is the Best
Medicine. Michele was scheduled to be
with us in October but was not able to be
here due to sickness.

Our sign up sheet for our Body & Soul
meals is up on the bulletin board in the side
vestibule. We need your help in keeping
this ministry going. If you are willing to
host a meal, sign your name to the sheet
for the month that you would like to host.
Also if you have program ideas, pass them
along to the Pastor.

The United Methodist Women will
meet on Tuesday, January 13, in
Wattenbarger Hall. Becky Jaquish
and Sandy Yielding Will be the
hostesses and this be the annual planning
session. All ladies of the church are invited.

The Men’s Group will meet on
Sunday, January 4th at 8:30
AM in Wattenbarger Hall for
food, fellowship and devotions.
All men are invited.

,,
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The Cookbook project has been a huge
success and we want to thank all of you for
helping us meet that success. The Cook-
book Committee says a huge thanks for all
the help from those that gave of their time
in helping to process the cookbook. We
could not have done it without you. Many
thanks from the Cookbook Committee:
Charles and Charlotte Newman, Tom and
Kim Huth, Janet and Jody Boggess, Susan
Jackson and Kathy Clark .

RECIPE CORRECTION: We have a recipe
correction on Page 126 for Patti Rae Bry-
ant's Banana Bread recipe which should
have 2 eggs listed in the ingredients.
Please make note of this correction.

McMinn Ministries will meet Thursday,
January 8th at the Wesley Ministry Center.
The day meeting will be at 10:00 AM and
the night meeting will be at 7:00 PM. Any-
one is welcome to attend either meeting.
Directions to the Center are: from Decatur
Pike, turn south on Westside Ave. Then turn
left at the corner of Westside and Cleveland
and go 3 blocks past the next stop sign.
Turn right on Georgia Ave. and go 1 block to
the back entrance of the brick church build-

ing.

1. Ann Barton

2. Virginia Stephenson,

3. Kathy Christensen, Michelle Vincent

4. Alice Matthews, Melba Sparkman

5. Paul Burns Jr.

7. Russell Seaton, Rick Parker

8. Linda Clark, John Penney,
Madalyn Maye Bailey

9. Amy Hannah, Kristin Allen

11. Robbie Boyd

12. Bailey Womac, Tim Smith

15. Nikki Coning, Karen Randle

16. Betty Collins

17. David Robinson, Nell Davidson

19. Ella Parker, Doug Miller

20. Sherri Kerin, Amy Howell

21. Selena Brewster, Rusty Davidson,
Zach Baker

22. Taylor Goldblatt, Abby Bryant,
Mildred Carpenter, Letha Allen,
Nikki Smith

25. Adam Kelley, Larry Monteen

26. Reva Barton, Barbara Smith

27. Mike Ray, Preston Skidmore

28. Lela Lawson, Aaron Synder, Kim Rymer

29. Gielda Reese, Jennifer Kittle

30. Josh Blair

Praise God from whom all bless-

ings flow. Our year-end giving to-
tals reflected an increase which in tough eco-
nomic times is a powerful testimony to your
conviction to give and your faith in God to
provide for you as you honor Him. Thanks be
to God for all His blessings!

. Vince & Jeannie Newman

. Kevin & Michelle Hoppe

. Tom & Gielda Reese

12. Bill & Kathy Snyder

19. Paul & Linda Guffey

21. Jeff & Loretta Grubb,
Amber & Todd Robinson

22. Tim & Lisa Sharp

28. Mike & Estela Black

31. Larry & Shannon Miller

ON -

Congratulations to Kandi

and Jeff Burnette in the

birth of their son, Alexan-

der Michael who was born

on Friday, December 12th.
He weighed 7 Ibs. and 11 oz. and was 20
inches long. He has a big sister Katie and
also proud grandparents, Roy and Anita
Thomas. We also express congratulations
to Herb and Hailey Dake in the birth of their
son, Eli Thomas who was born on Saturday,
December 28th at 9:21 PM. He weighed 7
Ibs and 3 oz and was 21 inches long. We
pray God’s blessings on these families.

The 2009 Flower Chart is on
the bulletin board in the side
vestibule. If you want to pro-
vide flowers for a specific Sun-
day sign your name beside the date. The
flowers can be in honor of or in memory of
someone or to the glory of our Lord. When
it is your week, someone from the church
office will call you. Thanks for helping!

How To Stay Warm In Church............

1. Rush to the front of the sanctuary. That will warm you up, and you'll avoid the draft in the

back of the church.

2. Invite your neighbors and friends, and sit 12 people to a pew.

3. Seat yourself near the pulpit. Much hot air is emitted from that area.

4. Wear thermal underwear (in the appropriate liturgical colors, of course).
5. Wait for an unfamiliar hymn — and then watch the sparks fly!
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The Youth will have a Movie
Night on Sunday, January 4th
beginning at 5:00.
They will watch
the movie Napoleon Dyna-
mite and then have a discus-
sion about the movie. Pizza,
popcorn and drinks will be provided. The
youth are encouraged to bring their own
folding chairs or beanbags. While the Youth
watch the movie, the parents of those youth
attending Resurrection will meet to plan the
upcoming Soup and Salad luncheon.

The Youth will be having a
Soup and Salad luncheon as
a fundraiser on Sunday,
January 11th immediately
following worship service.
You are all invited to stay for
lunch.  There will be no
charge but donations will be gladly ac-
cepted.

Regular Meetings
The Youth will return to their regular sched-
uled meetings on Sunday, January 11th
beginning with Bible Study at 4:30 PM.

A Youth and Parents meeting to talk about
the Resurrection trip will be held on Sun-
day, January 11th at 5:00. All youth and at
least one parent or guardian should attend.

On Sunday, February 1st our
Youth once again will lead us
in the Souper Bowl of Caring.
When you come to church
that day, please bring at least
one canned food item for every member of
your family. The cans we collect will be
given to the Allen Food Pantry. We will
also be collecting monetary donations and
those donations will go to Coordinated
Charities. You can give either canned

goods, money or both!

We will have a Kid's Klub
Volunteer meeting on Sun-
day, January 11th at 5:00
PM. Come and help us
make plans for the new
session of Kid's Klub.

R R R A A A R A R R RV
YL HAHRH

Brandon Hashe graduated from
Tennessee Tech University on De-
cember 13th with a B.S. degree in
Agricultural Engineering Technician.
He was also commissioned as Sec-
ond Lieutenant in the U.S. Army that
morning. He will report to Fort Sill,
Oklahoma, the first week in February
for further training in field artillery.
Brandon is the son of Dick and Deb-
bie Hashe and brother of Leighann
Hashe.

Andrew Huth joined the ranks of
Eagle Scout at a Court of Honor on
December 13th at Keith Memorial
UMC. Andrew along with his Parents,
Tom & Kim Huth and sister Stepha-
nie, would like to thank all of those
from Allen Memorial UMC that joined
him for this ceremony. Andrew was
truly honored by your presence.
Andrew’s Eagle Project was building
two small stages and painting the
Laura Reese Youth Hall. Andrew
would also like to thank everyone
that helped in anyway with this pro-
ject.

NPPPPLPSP ISP PSSP PP,

The Church Council meet on

Sunday night, January 11th at

7:00 in Wattenbarger Hall. All

members of the Council should

attend. If you would like to place
an item on the agenda, contact Chairperson,
Tim Sharp.

CLLLeL Ll Ll L LL Ll Ll
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Date Flower Schedule Pew Pal s Acolytes 1 2 3
Jan. 4, James lvan & Jo i i i PrayingFor This is a_reminder
. 4, _ yce Grubb  Todd Bain  es Tanner Collins & Austin Meadows for all our  Prayer
Jan. 11, Tom & Kim Huth Michael Bryant D ylan Carpenter & Cole Haggart Shepherds to
Jan. 18, Jeff & Sandy Wright J.R. Griggs Syndei Wllson & Morgan Hutchls_on contact their sheep
Jan. 25, Open Dan Herron Jordan Baine s & Katelyn Hutchison this month and to
pray for them daily.
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 6:00 ACS Team Captain Meeting 10:45 AM Something for Every- 6:00 Prayer Ministries 10:00 AM McMinn Ministries
10:00 Sunday School one trip to the Big River Grille in 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 5:30 Exercise Group
11:00 Morning Worship Chattanooga 7:00 PM McMinn Ministries
5:00 Youth 5:30 Exercise Group
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10:00 Sunday School 5:30 Exercise Group 6:00 Prayer Ministries 5:30 Exercise Group Youth at Resurrection Youth at Resurrection
11:00 Morning Worship 7:00 United Methodist Women 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice
12:00 Youth Soup & Salad meal
4:30 Youth
5:00 Kid’s Klub Planning Team
6:00 Youth/Parents Meeting
7:00 Church Council
18 19 20 21 22 23 24

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship

Youth at Resurrection

9:00 Daytime Bible Study
6:30 Boundaries Class

5:30 Exercise Group

5:30 Prayer Ministries
6:30 Body and Soul

5:30 Exercise Group
6:30 NCD Team

Young Adults at Divine Rhythm

Young Adults at Divine Rhythm

25
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship
4:30 Youth
7:00 PPR Committee
Young Adults at Divine Rhythm

26
9:00 Daytime Bible Study
6:30 Boundaries Class

27
5:30 Exercise Group

28
6:00 Prayer Ministries
7:00 Chancel Choir Practice

29

30

31




