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“How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of t he messenger who announces
peace, who brings good news, who announces salvatio n, who says to Zion, ‘Your God

reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 NRSV
Volume 9 Number 6 June 2009
Editor’'s Note: The first person to call the church office
with the correct answer will have their name published
in next month’s newsletter
Question for June: According to Job, what
bird feeds blood to it's young?
Question for May: Who walked with a limp
after an angel threw his hip out of joint?
The correct answer: Jacob
First Person To Correctly Answer the
May Question: Mildred Vincent & Nathan
Windt
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THE WRIGHT WAY OF THINKING ..... Greetings in the name and espe-

cially the love of Christ. One of the realizations that has been brought to my

mind again recently is the brokenness of our world. When you read the head-

lines and hear the news, it only serves as evidence of the decline of morals in

our world. Lately, | have been talking to several people who are in situations of
pain in their families with broken relationships and it reinforces that ours is a broken world.

One thought that comes to my mind is where do people find the hope and healing they need.
The truth is they should find it in Christ and the logical place they should find it in Christ is the
Church. However, one comment often heard is the church is a place that offers only judgment.
While that is a generalization, unfortunately, like bad news, it travels fast and is easily believed
especially if it has been experienced by the person spreading the news.

In his book, Between Noon and Three: Morality, Brian Stoffregen quotes Robert Capon’s
that “the church is not in the morals business. The world does a pretty good job of that. What the
world can’t get right is the forgiveness business which is the church’s proper job.” When 1 first
read that and then saw it used in a friend’s newsletter article, | didn't know what to think of it.
On one hand, it seems the church should be in the morals business, at least lifting up and
teaching good morals. But, Stoffregen writes, “Morality by its very nature, must be concerned
with norms, with standards; whereas grace, by definition, is concerned with persons. Morality
deals with virtue and vice. ...Grace, however, deals with sin.”

All this got me to thinking about how people who are hurting and broken often say when they
turn to the church they are met with condemnation not grace. They are met with judgmental atti-
tudes and actions. What is it in our nature that we would rather tear someone down than build
them up? Do we think we are superior because of our superior morality? The danger in that atti-
tude is we become like the Pharisees of old. Further, it is like we say one thing but do another.
We talk grace but we don't live it. Julian Gordy tells a story of a physician who came to talk to a
high school class about the dangers of smoking. He scared the students with grim pictures of
smoker’s lungs and tales of death from lung cancer. He finished his speech by saying,
“Remember, fire on one end, fool on the other.” The students were impressed until some of
them saw him getting into his car and lighting up a cigarette. His creditability was shot. Saying
one thing and doing another is something nobody respects.

When we as the church, profess to be people of grace, but then we don't live that grace and
offer that grace, what does that say about our creditability? Sometimes we become more ob-
sessed about rules than we do souls. Instead of offering the forgiveness and grace of Christ, we
offer judgment and lessons in morality. Part of our duty as the church is to teach people how to
live in Christ. But, as the old saying goes, you don't clean the fish before you catch them. We
need to offer grace to a hurting and broken world. People need to know they can find forgive-
ness and love here. They need to know someone cares and they will not meet them with judg-
ment, but with the love of Christ. | pray that we, as the body of Christ at Allen Memorial, will be
people of grace and that people will not be afraid to come here and when they do, they will find
welcoming grace and love. Join me as we pray for this to be true in us! Love,
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Boundaries & Myths Explaineaby carolyn Jackson
Boundary Myths: Myth #3: If | begin setting Boundaries, | will be hurt by others.

Boundaries are defensive tools, not offensive weapons — our intention is important. You
can not be hurt by others unless you choose to let their stuff hurt you. We can choose to let
other’s words, opinions, and ideas hurt us by choosing to make their stuff mine and we each
have a choice to make. Is it possible that others will become angry at our boundaries and attack
or withdraw from us? Absolutely! God does not give us the power or the right to control how
others respond to our no. Have you chosen to be hurt by someone’s NO?

A rich young man asked Jesus, “Teacher, what good thing must | do to get eternal life?”
Jesus answered, “If you want to enter life, obey the commandments!” The young man replied,
“I have kept all of these, What do | still lack?” Jesus answered, “If you want to be perfect, go,
sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come
follow me.” When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth.
(Matt 19:16-22 NIV paraphrased). Jesus knew the young man worshiped money so he let him
walk away.

We cannot manipulate people into swallowing our boundaries by sugarcoating them. The
people in our lives who can respect our boundaries will love our wills, our ideas, and our sepa-
rateness. Those who cannot respect our boundaries are telling us that they don’t love us when
we say no, only when we say yes. When we make a choice to set a boundary and we experi-
ence fear, that fear could be abandonment of that person, yet living without boundaries usually
means we aren'’t really connected to others. The flip side of this is that people who have limits
tend to have more love.

If we allow others to hurt us then we need to honestly assess our own fragility. How can
someone else’s “NO” hurt us? Ask yourself whose “NO” it is; if it isn’'t your “NO” then it cannot
hurt you. Also ask yourself, do | own this or does someone else? If it belongs to someone else,
then it does not belong to you and you need to move on. If it does belong to you, then you are
responsible for maintaining your “NO” and being okay with it. Look at boundaries as defensive
mechanisms rather than offensive weapons. If we continue to give the person another chance,
and another chance then we continue to let others use us. Boundaries are a defensive tool so
we can care for ourselves. Appropriate boundaries do not control, attack or hurt anyone. They
prevent our treasures from being taken away. Appropriate boundaries protect us from harm.
God knows we are to take responsibility for our lives, and sometimes saying “NO” helps us to
stay on the right path rather than being pulled into situations that are not good for us.

THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER, a monthly publication of the Allen Memorial United Methodist
Church, is intended to be an informative link between the church members and friends. Your comments
and/or article contributions are welcome! If you know of other people you would like to receive this
newsletter, please contact the church office at 800 Decatur Pike, Athens, TN 37303 or call (423) 745-
1560. Large Print editions are available. Kathy Clark and Jeff Wright, Editors.

Our church website is now up and running. You can check it out by going to

www.allenmemorial-umc.com (You can do either .com or .org or .net on the end

and they will all take you to our site). On the website you can check out our min-

istries, read the weekly bulletins and monthly newsletters, see what's upcoming,
leave prayer requests, and update your contact information. We are excited about the prospects
of this new ministry tool. Your comments and suggestions are welcome. Special thanks to our
webmaster, Greg Finch for all his hard work to get our website up and running.

When on vacation, be with us in spirit. The rest of the summer,
be with us in person. We miss you when you are not here and so does God! —recycled
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As United Methodists
congregation, we are called to participate in the |

Nancy Barton
Chris Beaton
Kenny & Cindy Benton
Evelyn Black
Elmer Bryant
Bonnie Burmood
Alex Burnette
John Cooley
Tamera Coleman
Nancy Crabtree
Nancy Cranfield
Elaine Davidson

Gwen Lane

Eva Ruth Lawson
Charlie Littleton
Arthur Lockmiller
Paul Love & Family
Glenn Mason
Rubye Maupin
Jerry McLemore
Patrick Moore
Jim & Linda Neil
Charlie Oakes
Larry O’'Daniel

and members of this
ife of the church by our prayers, our

Joe Betterton, Brandon Carter, Joe

Clark, Keith Coleman, Tyler Coo-

ley, Taylor Creasman, Duane Die-

bold, Michael Dyer, Josh Gary,
Taylor Gray, Eric Greisenhaur, Brent Harbin,
Brandon Hashe, Lee Hashe, Daniel Hickey,
Derek Hickey, Tim Lammers, Wayne
McKenzie, Will Nation, Klaus Ohman, Adam
Randle, Alex Randle, Zach Roberts, Brittany
Rupert, Raymond Shumate, Dwain Sliger,
Brent Stephens.
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Our Vacation Bible School will be held June 7-12. This year we are using

the theme Crocodile Dock. Sessions will be held Sunday—Thursday from

5:30-8:45 for kids up to the 6th grade. On Friday night, we will have our an-

nual closing program beginning at 7:00 and all parents, grandparents, family

and friends are invited to come and see what the kids have been learning all
week. The kids will come earlier that night to practice. Miss Lisa and all her helpers have been
anxiously preparing for this special week. People have been praying in preparation. All we need
now are kids. Please make sure all our children participate and encourage them to bring their
friends. We look forward to a great week of learning. Snack Board: We have placed “snack
boards” in each entryway. You can help our VBS by helping provide the snacks for each eve-
ning. Sign up for the snacks you will provide. Thank you in advance for your response.

Every year at this time, we like to recognize those in our church family who have
received awards or special recognition. Here are the ones that have been turned
in so far. We will print more next month if they come in.

Chris Reese was one of two students in the entire Meigs Co. School system to participate
in the Meigs County Gear Up Program for college bound students. He also received the Ed
Hickson Award for Geometry and the Biology Award at the Underclassman Awards ban-

Eva & Glenn Dockins  Rossie Mae Ogle ﬁverage \?Vund?y SACt?OO(; Attendance * 1;2 quet
i i verage Worship Attendance * . ) ) .
Il:loreneFEnsmlnger iud|eR0r;Jm?n Avg. SS Attendance Year To Date 81 Sarah Beth Rymer was recognized for being named Featured Twirler for the Charger
Faréqlél erguson Crr?y RO er TI Eamil Avg. Worship Attend. Year To Date 186 Marching Band at Central High School 2009-2010 school year and also graduated McMinn
S;e Gemmg K tr_|s Russe” amily 2008 Average SS Attendance 80 Tomorrow 2009 class and received two scholarships for leadership. She also won the Eng-
reve Larren atie kusse 2008 Average Worship Attendance 185 lish 3 award for highest grade average.
Violet Goodner Sherry & Gene Sabo
: : . ) Bob Hannah was selected to be a Ambassador Scholar at UT.
Jim Harrison Mildred Smith : : . . .
Richard Hashe Nell Smith David Hutsell was inducted into Alpha Lambda Delta, a national honor society at ETSU. To

Chris & Krystal Henley Debbie Stewart be eligible you have to earn at least 3.50 GPA and be in the top 20% of that Freshman

Dan Herron Carrie Tydingco Received for Operating Budget * 17,731.91 class. . . . . . .

Gene Higham Bruce Vincent Received Year to Date * 88,539.91 - Andrew Huth was inducted into the National Technical Honor Society at McMinn County

Gary Hooper Mildred Vincent Received Year to Date in 2008 82,764.16 High School and Technical Education Center. Andrew also along with his (HOSA) Team

Don Hutsell Gladys Wallace Special Giving representing McMinn Co. H.S., were the first place winners for their Community Awareness
Parsonage Fund 1114.04 Project at the 2009 Health Occupation Students of America Club (HOSA) Regional Compe-

Pam Hutsell Earl Wenger Sunday School Outreach 43.50 J P ( ) Reg P

Larry Jackson

Steve King & family Sandy Yielding Cookbook Proceeds 7500 Jared Wright was a Cum Laude graduate from TWC. He won the Algernon Sydney Sulli-

Bus Maintenance 157.00 van Award, the Finance Award, the Jim. Thompson Award for highest GPA of Senior Male
Sudan Offering 175.00 Athlete and received the award for the highest GPA on the TWC Golf Team.
Mission Kit Shipping 20.00 - Summer Cardwell, Rebecca Garren and Sara Monteen were inducted into the Jr. Honor
Native American Sunday 20.00 Society at AJHS.
Mother's Day/Parsonage Fund 1072.00 - Abby Bryant, Summer Cardwell and Rebecca Garren were honored for Academic Excel-
Holston Home $ 25.00 lence at AJHS by the Lion’s Club.

All totals are through May 24th Debbie Smith graduated from TWC. Last month when we listed the graduates, we did not
realize she was graduating this year. So, we wish her a belated congratulations.
At the TWC graduation, Harriel Lawson, Sue McQuain, Ray Seaton, and Rev. Ogle Watten-
barger “graduated again” as they were recognized as members of the Class of ‘59 on the
50th anniversary of their graduation.

Pray for our nation, community, our leaders,

Pray for our Pastor and for each other.

Pray for God’s vision for our church.

Pray for our Bishop, James Swanson and
our District Superintendent, Mike Travis

Pray for those who need salvation.

Pray for Herbert & Mary Zigbou in Liberia.

Pray for those who are unemployed.

Pray for our upcoming Bible School.

Pray for our upcoming Annual Conference

Session.

$
$
$
$
Bill Yielding Youth g 295 00 tition and subsequently took second place at the State level competition.
$
$
$
$
$
$

God’s love is not just for us individually. It is for
all the world. Share Love and in sharing love,
you are sharing God!
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Due to a scheduling conflict, the location
for our June picnic has been changed. We
are now going to Quinn Springs for our pic-
nic on June 2™. Our menu will consist of
sandwich fixings, chips, potato salad, baked
beans and homemade desserts. After the
picnic, we will visit the Amish Store. We will
leave the church at 11:30 and return around
3:30.

LOOKING AHEAD: The date for the
Mexican Fiesta has been changed from
Tuesday, August 4th to Tuesday, July 28th.
Miss Lisa and her students will entertain us
with “The Mexican Hat Dance”. Please
make note of this change on your calendar.
More details will follow soon. Also on No-
vember 3rd, we will be going to Pigeon
Forge to the Miracle Theater to see their
production of The Miracle. Please add this
date to your calendar too and more details
about this outing will follow closer to the
date but go ahead and mark you calendars
and plan to go.

Our UMW will have their meeting
on Tuesday, June 9th at 7:00
PM at the home of Marjorie Guf-
fey who will be the hostess and
Mary Sparkman will have the program. All
ladies of the church are invited and encour-
aged to attend.
Thought for the Month: It's hard to get excited
about a job. It's almost impossible not be excited
about a ministry.

The organized unit of United Methodist Women
shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God, and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop
a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the Church.

It is time for our annual

Lord’s Hour Offering.

Throughout the summer

months, we are asked to

give our first hours wages

of each week as a special
offering to be received August 30th. This
gift can be designated for the Future Fund
or the General Budget.

Some people say the church is

always having special offerings

or asking for money. But these

special offerings and opportuni-
ties give you an opportunity to be in ministry
in places you may not have thought you
could be. If you can give, then give. We just
want to give you the opportunity to give. But
remember the old but true adage. You can't
out give God!

The Men’s Group will meet on

Sunday, June 7, at 8:30 AM for

breakfast, fellowship and devo-

tions in Wattenbarger Hall. All
men are invited to attend.

McMinn Ministries will meet on Thursday,
June 4th, at the Wesley Saunders Ministry
Center. The day meeting will be at 10:00
AM. The night meeting will be at 7:00 PM.
Everyone is invited to participate. The cen-
ter is located on Georgia Avenue; enter in
the back of the building. See Becky
Jaquish, Larry and Carolyn Jackson or the
Pastor for more information on this ministry.

With Vacation Bible School be-

ing this month, we will not have a

Body & Soul in June. However we

still have a couple of months open

if you would be willing to host a meal. Just

call the church office or sign your name to

the sheet on the bulletin board in the side

vestibule. Also we are always open for sug-

gestions for programs, so if you have any
ideas, pass them along.
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. Charlie Underdown,

. Susan Jackson, Roy Thomas

. Leroy McLemore, Darrin Hutchison
. Nancy Hutchison

. Jim O’Daniel, Bill Allen,

Laura Beth Herron

. Melissa Blair
. Betty Powers
10.
11.
12.
15.
18.
19.
20.
22.
24,
25.
27.
29.
30.

Morgan Hutchison

Dianne MacElman, Steve Garren
Pam Wilburn

Ken Davidson, Kim Stewart

Joe Cranfield

Andy Hughes, Pam Monteen
Sharon Davidson, Amberly Richards
Bobby MacEIman

Adam Lawson, Debbie Smith

John Cooley, Lou Jean Hutsell
Glenda Moss, Marcie Thomas
Jennifer Elder, Connie Hickey, Lisa Boyd
Rebekah Gray

5.
6.
8.
10.
11.
16.
17.
22.

24,

25.
26.
27.
28.

29.
30.

Aaron & Wendy Snyder
Darrin & Nancy Hutchison
Frank & Kim Rymer
Harriell & Lela Lawson
Roy & Anita Thomas
Jody & Janet Boggess
Perry & Carol Russell
John & Pam Cooley,
Hubert & Alice Matthews,
Wayne & Susan Scott
Scott & Pam Hutsell,
Chris & Leslie Skidmore
Josh & Melissa Blair
Bruce & Carolyn Delmas
Jim & Betty Powers

Dick & Glenda Moss,
Wayne & Debbie Smith
Rob & Michelle Baker
Richard & Debbie Hashe

Last month, we inadvertently left off Jess & Melba Sparkman’s anniver-
sary in the newsletter listing. They celebrated 62 years of marriage on
May 31%. We apologize for this error and wish them a belated Happy

Anniversary.

:z:K'E'E’X’X*'X*'X’X*'X*’X’X*’X*>X'X<>X<>X'X<>X<'X'X*>X<'X'X*>X<'X'X*'E’X’E’E’X’E’E’X’E’EK’E’E’X’E’E’X’E’E’X’E’E’X’E’E’Xﬁ
¥ O God, We thank You for these men, men who have taken >:<
:‘: on the impossible task of following in Your footsteps We thank You for their courage and :::
%8! strength. And our prayer is that as they learn what it means to be a father that You would :.:
9 Father them, and apprentice them. We pray that You would teach them how to be good fa- %
:.: thers no matter how old or young their children are. :.:
% Give them hearts like Your heart that they may become known for compassion, tender- %
:.: ness, and mercy. May they live lives full of love and grace, may they not be afraid to disci- :.:
2. pline and may they lead their families with great wisdom and gentleness. Anoint them to be &
Ya! warriors in Your kingdom to wage war for their families in prayer. To be defenders and >:<
:0: guardians of all that is true and good. Make them aware of the spiritual battle that You call :0:
'e' them to engage in. Bless them to be strong and courageous, to wear the full amour of God, >:<
'8! to resist the devil, and to stand firm for their wives and children, and stand firm for the body 8|
::: of Christ. Bless them Father now and always. In Jesus Name we prayer, Amen! —Copied :::
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Youth Yard Sale

The Youth will be working

this month in anticipation for

their annual Yard Sale. At-

tendance at the work ses-
sions is very important. The yard sale will
be on Friday and Saturday, June 19th and
20th. So when you are doing your spring
cleaning and you find things you want to get
rid of, please remember we want your
“stuff”. If you have any items you would like
to donate, you can drop them off in the
green storage building across the street
from the church. If you have items you
want picked up, please call Lela Lawson.
Also if you like shopping at yard sales,
come on by and support the youth that way.

Summer Mission Trip

Don't forget, our summer mission trip will be
July 11-19 and we will attend and partici-
pate in the Student Life at the Beach Con-
ference in Daytona Beach, Florida. In addi-
tion to the programs at the conference, the
group will do small mission jobs. The trip is
open to anyone in the church. We have a
couple of slots still available. See Lela Law-
son for more information.

The 2009 session of the

Holston Annual

Conference will be held

on Sunday, June 14th—
Wednesday, June 17th at Lake Junaluska,
North Carolina. The Conference will be
filled with opportunities for business,
worship, and fellowship. Please be in prayer
for the Annual Conference session as these
important decisions are made. In addition
to the Pastor, Carlene Kuykendall will be
our Church Delegate this year.

The American Cancer Society Relay for Life
was held on May 8th and 9th at the Expo
Center at the Athens Regional Park. While
we do not have official totals in yet, early
indications are the event was a success
again. We again had strong participation
both as a team and on the Relay Commit-
tee. Our tent and all the volunteers did a
great job. We raised right at $9000 as a
church this year. Thanks to everyone who
helped with and supported our team in any
way this year. We will publish more com-
plete information on totals next month.

OUR 2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HANDS-ON MISSION PROJECT
Here are the items for this year's Conference Mission Project. We will be providing school sup-
ply kits that will go to Liberia to the work of Mary & Herbert Zigbuo. We hope
to have another good response to this project. If you cannot provide a full
pack, remember that you can also provide shipping for a pack or packs. Each
pack has a $5 shipping. Anyone who would like to provide shipping should
make their check to the church and we will then write one check for the total
shipping. Please note that if you want to do a pack as well as provide the
shipping, do not put the money in the pack. All items in the pack need to be
put in a 2 gallon zip loc bag. We need all packs at the church by June 7th. If
you have any trouble finding the items, please call the church office and we will see what we

can do. Please note the church will supply the small Bibles. Items for each School Supply
Pack

5 Spiral Notebooks (70 ct.) 1 10 Pack of Pens (blue or black) 1 small Bible (new or used)
1 inexpensive Watch 1 Pair of Flip-Flops Size M-L 1 Large Poncho

1 10 Pack of Pencils 1 12" Ruler 1 small Calculator

1 Compass & Protractor 1 small Dictionary
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6
11:30 Something for Everyone 6:30 Prayer Ministries 10:00 McMinn Ministries
Picnic—Quinn Springs 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 7:00 McMinn Ministries
7  Trinity Sunday 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 5:30-8:45 VBS 5:30-8:45 VBS 5:30-8:45 VBS 5:30-8:45 VBS 5:30 VBS Program Practice
10:00 Sunday School 7:00 United Methodist Women 7:00 VBS Program
11:00 Morning Worship At the home of Marjorie Guffey
5:30-8:45 VBS

Mission Buckets due back at the
church by today.
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10:00 Sunday School 6:30 Prayer Ministries Youth Yard Sale Youth Yard Sale
11:00 Morning Worship 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice
Flag Day

Holston Annual Conference Holston Annual Conference Holston Annual Conference
Holston Annual Conference . ) A

. meeting at Lake Junaluska meeting at Lake Junaluska meeting at Lake Junaluska
meeting at Lake Junaluska
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10:00 Sunday School 6:30 Prayer Ministries
11:00 Morning Worship 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice
28 29 30 — _
10:00 Sunday School Date Flower Schedule Pew Pals Fraying For Tgrs allf Oetjrrenl;n:r;dg:
11:00 Morning Worship June 7, Wendy & Aaron Snyder Tc_>dd Baines Shepherds yto
June 14, Sarah Rymer Michael Bryant -
June 21, Roy & Anita Thomas J.R. Griggs contact their sheep

June 28, Don & Lou Jean Hutsell

Dan/Jake Herron

this month and to
pray for them daily.




