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Editor’'s Note: The first person to call the church office
with the correct answer will have their name published
in next month’s newsletter

Question for May: Who walked with a limp
after an angel threw his hip out of joint?

Question for April:  Who saw the back of
God, since he could not bear to see him
face to face?

The correct answer: Moses

"As for youth director, | say we pass
on the Master of Theology and hire
the mother of 12

First Person To Correctly Answer the
April Question:  Millard Vincent
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FROM T H E

< | THE WRIGHT WAY OF THINKING ... Greetings in the name of our risen
£2 Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Normally when | write this column, | try to write a co-
hesive article. For some reason this month, | feel the need to share some random
thoughts on some of the ways | have been blessed lately.
What a wonderful Holy Week! | was truly inspired and touched by the services this year.
That is not to say that every year is not inspiring, but this year was special. The mid-day ser-
vices sponsored by the Athens Area Ministerial Association were well attended and each
had a great message. On Thursday night, as we gathered for the presentation of The Living
Last Supper, the crowd was overwhelming as we had a packed house. The presentation
came together like a hand in a glove. What a moving service. The “disciples” did a superb
job. As one person said, “They made it look it easy.” They also helped us experience what
that night was like long ago. The choir also did a great job and their voices blended with the
monologues all made the scene come alive. Then on Friday night, after a bad storm in the
area, we gathered at Keith Memorial for a Tenebrae Service which was also very moving
especially as the service ended in the dark. But, the best was yet to come. Our Easter Sun-
day service was amazing for me. It was one of the, if not the best Easter services | have
shared in. And | don't say that because some of you have commented on the sermon. You
could absolutely feel the power of God in our midst in such a way that you just wanted to
stay here. Thanks to everyone who helped make that week such a great time.
Happy Mother's Day Mom!  As we celebrate Mother’'s Day this year, | have an even
greater appreciation for my mother. | have always been a “Momma’s Boy” and | have al-
ways known | was blessed with a great mother who was overly protective and did too much
for me (just ask Sandy). However, since my father’s death, | have come to see an even
greater strength in my mother. She is steadfastly determined to live by herself and she has
done well so far. She has some great neighbors who help look after her, but she doesn’t
drive, is legally blind, can’t read, and has trouble hearing (it would help if she wore her new
hearing aids). | know she goes through periods of loneliness after having lived each day
with my Dad for 61 years, but through it all she still talks about how much she is blessed.
She could have easily become despondent, but she keeps going day after day.
Happy Mother’'s Day Sandy! Just as | am blessed with a great mother, so are my sons.
Sandy loves and cares for Jared and Jordan greatly and tries to instill in them the qualities
they will need to succeed in life. | see the depth of her love for them and am touched by it.
Congratulations Jared!  On May 16th, our oldest son Jared will graduate from Tennessee
Wesleyan College. | am so proud of him. He will be the first grandchild to graduate from
college on my side of the family. It hardly seems possible. It seems like just the other day
we were videotaping his first ride to school. Now, he is about ready to embark on the rest of
his life. He still has some growing to do and some things to learn about living but, we are
proud of him and what he has accomplished and the fine young man he has become.
I hope God has blessed you this month. If He has, share it with someone! | pray you have been
blessed and by sharing, will be a blessing to others. Love,
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THE ALLEN MEMORIAL MESSENGER, a monthly publication of the Allen Memorial United Methodist
Church, is intended to be an informative link between the church members and friends. Your comments
and/or article contributions are welcome! If you know of other people you would like to receive this
newsletter, please contact the church office at 800 Decatur Pike, Athens, TN 37303 or call (423) 745-
1560. Large Print editions are available. Kathy Clark and Jeff Wright, Editors.

Boundaries & Myths Explaineaby carolyn Jackson
BOUNDARY MYTHS: Myth #2 Boundaries are a sign of disobedience.

Many people fear that by setting and keeping limits it is like saying, “I am rebellious and |
and disobedient if | don't want to go along.” In many church circles you will often hear state-
ments such as, “Your unwillingness to go along with our program shows an unresponsive
heart.” Many individuals remain trapped in activities of no genuine spiritual and emotional
value. The truth is a person with no boundaries is often a sign of disobedience.

Many people without boundaries are compliant because they are not able to say NO. As they
continue to be compliant on the outside, they are being rebellious and resentful on the inside;
hating not doing what they agreed to do. This is why many people are so over-extended.
When you are able to say NO to things then you are able to say YES to those things you really
want and like to do.

How often have we wanted to avoid that person who wants us to do one more thing? Listen
to this situation: Brad and Kerry were leaving church and Brad had almost made it to his car
when Kerry caught up with him, Brad is thinking “here it goes again, maybe | can avoid this
one.” “Brad” Kerry shouted, “Glad | saw you!” Kerry was a dedicated recruiter for the singles
class though he was often insensitive to the fact that everyone didn’t want to attend his meet-
ings. Kerry asks Brad, “which study he can | put you down for, prophecy, evangelism, or Mark?”
Brad thought to himself, none of these interests me, but because he is a ranking officer in the
singles class, if | don't agree to do one then Kerry could jeopardize my relationships with others
in the group. | wonder which class will be the shortest?” Brad responds with, “how about proph-
ecy?” “Great” says Kerry, “we will be studying prophecy for the next 18 months.” Kerry walks
away pleased. In his own mind, Brad thought he was being obedient. But, when you look at his
motive for agreeing to do the study, it was FEAR! He committed to a Bible study, and that is a
good thing, but he committed under the wrong motivation. What were Brad’s thoughts and atti-
tudes?

God knows what is in our hearts and He hears what we say. Actions do not match our words
because when we say YES when we really mean NO, we will not complete a project or only half
do it. Our heart is not in it so our outcome is not going to be what it could be. Brad was more
concerned about losing other relationships if he disappointed Kerry. Why is this important? Be-
cause it illustrates a biblical principle: an internal no nullifies and an external yes. God’s con-
cern is more with our hearts than with our outward compliance. “For | desire mercy, not sacri-
fice, and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offering.” (Hosea 6:6 NIV).

A good way of looking at this myth that boundaries are a sign of disobedience is if we can’t
say no, we can't say yes. Why is this? It has to do with our motivation to obey, to love, or to be
responsible. We must always say yes out of a heart of love. When our motive is fear, we love
not. Look at these two ways of giving: “reluctantly” and “under compulsion.” They both involve
fear—either of a real person or a guilty conscience. These motives cannot exist side by side
with love, because “there is no fear in love; but perfect love cast out fear” (1John 4:18 NASB).
When | am saying YES to God, | probably am saying NO to someone else and they won't be
happy. But, we have to realize it was the right thing to do.

Boundaries can be a sign of disobedience, but we can say no to good things for the wrong
reasons. Having an honest NO helps us to clarify and to tell the truth about our motives. Then
we can allow God to work in us. This process cannot be accomplished in a fearful heart.
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As United Methodists
congregation, we are called to participate in the |

Nancy Barton
Chris Beaton
Kenny & Cindy Benton
Evelyn Black
Bonnie Burmood
Melynda Caylor
Melanie Cook
John Cooley
Tamera Coleman
Nancy Crabtree
Nancy Cranfield
Shirley Dalton
Elaine Davidson
Eva & Glenn Dockins
Lisa Dotson
Lorene Ensminger
Nancy Ferguson
Fred Fleming
Joshua Freeman
Steve Garren
Violet Goodner
Jim Harrison
Richard Hashe
Chris & Krystal Henley
Diane Hicks

Gene Higham
Gary Hooper

Matt Hutchison
Don Hutsell

Pam Hutsell
Dewey Jackson

Steve King & family
Gwen Lane

Eva Ruth Lawson
Charlie Littleton
Arthur Lockmiller
Paul Love & Family
Glenn Mason
Rubye Maupin
Jerry McLemore
Anne Monro
Patrick Moore

Jim & Linda Neil
Charlie Oakes
Rossie Mae Ogle
Judie Ohman
Randy Paisley

Jim Purser

Amy Roberts

Chris Russell Family
Sherry & Gene Sabo
Mildred Smith

Nell Smith

Eric Sohmer

Roy Thomas
Carrie Tydingco
Becky Tynes

Bruce Vincent
Mildred Vincent
Earl Wenger

Bill Yielding

Sandy Yielding

Pray for our nation, community, our leaders,
Pray for our Pastor and for each other.

Pray for God’s vision for our church.

Pray for our Bishop, James Swanson and

and members of this
ife of the church by our prayers, our

Josh Arsenault, Joe Betterton, Bran-
don Carter, Joe Clark, Keith Cole-
man, Tyler Cooley, Taylor Creas-
man, Duane Diebold, Michael Dyer,
Josh Gary, Taylor Gray, Eric Greisenhaur,
Brent Harbin, Brandon Hashe, Lee Hashe,
Paul Herron, Daniel Hickey, Derek Hickey,
Tim Lammers, Wayne McKenzie, Will Nation,
Klaus Ohman, Adam Randle, Alex Randle,
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We have always been a na-
tion that has been guided by
the prayers of our people.
And as we now face war,
violence, abuse, economic
uncertainty, disease and a
host of other ills, the need for
prayer has never been greater. The Ath-
ens/McMinn Ministerial Association will be
hosting a National Day of Prayer Service at
Veteran’s Park in Athens on Thursday, May
7th, at 12:05pm. This is an ecumenical
event with participants from a variety of
churches within the area. We invite you to
join with us as we unite in prayer to lift our

S We will honor our 2008
» & high school and college
4 graduates on Sunday, May
17th. We will recognize the
graduates during the morn-
GRADUATES ing worship service. The
graduates will also be the Guests of Honor
at the Youth Luncheon following worship
that day. As we prepare for the celebration,
we need the names of anyone who is
graduating this year. So far, the only names
we have are:
Brandon Hashe—Tennessee Tech
Jared Wright —Tennessee Wesleyan
If you know of others, please forward the

Zach Roberts, Brittany Rupert,

Raymond

Shumate, Dwain Sliger, Brent Stephens.

Average Sunday School Attendance 81
Average Worship Attendance 208
Avg. SS Attendance Year To Date 82
Avg. Worship Attend. Year To Date 187
2008 Average SS Attendance 80
2008 Average Worship Attendance 185
Received for Operating Budget $ 16,424.00
Received Year to Date $ 70,808.00
Received Year to Date in 2008 $ 65,069.40
Special Giving
Parsonage Fund $ 860.04
Sunday School Outreach $ 53.46
Youth $ 200.00
Cookbook Proceeds $ 34.00
Bus Maintenance $ 163.00
Lent Offering $ 967.19
Serenity Ministries $ 100.00
Native American Sunday $ 25.00
Mother’s Day/Parsonage Fund $ 580.00
Flower Fund $ 50.00

nation, our leaders, and our people to God. names to the church office.

OUR 2009 ANNUAL CONFERENCE HANDS-ON MISSION PROJECT
Here are the items for this year's Conference Mission Project. We will be providing school sup-
ply kits that will go to Liberia to the work of Mary & Herbert Zigbuo. We hope to have another
good response to this project. If you cannot provide a full pack, remember that you can also pro-
vide shipping for a pack or packs. Each pack has a $5 shipping. Anyone who would like to pro-
vide shipping should make their check to the church and we will then write
one check for the total shipping. Please note that if you want to do a pack as
well as provide the shipping, do not put the money in the pack. All items in the
pack need to be put in a 2 gallon zip loc bag. We need all packs at the church
by June 7th. If you have any trouble finding the items, please call the church
office and we will see what we can do. Please note the church will supply the
small Bibles.  Items for each School Supply Pack
5 Spiral Notebooks (70 ct.) 1 10 Pack of Pens (blue or black)
1 inexpensive Watch 1 Pair of Flip-Flops Size M-L
1 10 Pack of Pencils 112" Ruler 1 small Calculator 1 Large Poncho
1 Compass & Protractor 1 small Dictionary 1 small Bible (new or used)

n

n

Did you notice that the first people to share the news
of the resurrection were the women? Then the men
followed their lead. What about the women and men
of today? Who is sharing the news?

our District Superintendent, Mike Travis
Pray for those who need salvation.
Pray for Herbert & Mary Zigbou in Liberia
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Please plan to join us as we travel to Ko-
dak, TN on Tuesday, May 5th to shop at the
Bass Pro Shop and eat at the Islamorada
Fish Company Restaurant, located inside
the Bass Pro Shop. The restaurant started
as a marina snack bar in the 1940’s in the
Florida Keys. The name means “Purple
Isle”. Today, the restaurants are located in
Bass Pro Shops throughout the country.
The menu has expanded to include not only
great seafood dishes but also great steaks,
hickory-fired rotisserie chicken and exotic
appetizers. (You may want to try the alliga-
torl) After lunch, you will have time to shop
the Bass Pro Shop for a variety of items
including clothing and footwear. You will
also enjoy the trout aquarium and waterfall.
If you don’'t wish to shop, you can find a
seat and people watch. We will leave the
church at 10:00 AM and return around 5:00
PM We need to know by Sunday, May 3rd
if you plan to join us. Call Kathy (745-1560)
or Charlotte (745-1915) to reserve your seat
on the bus.

We have added another trip to our sched-
ule, so mark your calendars and plan to join
on October 10 to go to Elijay, Georgia to the
Georgia Apple Festival. Be watching for
further details as we get closer to the date.

Our UMW will have their meeting
on Tuesday, May 12th at 7:00
PM in Wattenbarger Hall. Letha
Allen will have the program and
Susan Jackson will be the hostess. All la-
dies of the church are invited and encour-
aged to attend.
Thought for the Month: If you do it because
someone else said it needs to be done, it's a job.
If you do it because you are convinced it needs
to be done, it's a ministry.

The organized unit of United Methodist Women
shall be a community of women whose purpose
is to know God, and to experience freedom as
whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop
a creative, supportive fellowship; and to expand
concepts of mission through participation in the
global ministries of the Church.

We have started a new,
short-term, Sunday
School class, “World Re-
ligions Made Simple,
which will examine the
history, the founders, the
teachings, and the influ-
ence of all the major relig-
ions in the world. The study, which is open to
anyone, is meeting in the Chapel and be led
by Carolyn Jackson. If you would like to share
in this study or would like more information,
please see Carolyn Jackson or call her at
745-5378.

The Men’s Group will meet on
Sunday, May 3, at 8:30 AM for
breakfast, fellowship and devo-
tions in Wattenbarger Hall. All
men are invited to attend.

McMinn Ministries will meet on Thursday,
May 7th, at the Wesley Saunders Ministry
Center. The day meeting will be at 10:00
AM. The night meeting will be at 7:00 PM.
Everyone is invited to participate. The cen-
ter is located on Georgia Avenue; enter in
the back of the building. See Becky
Jaquish, Larry and Carolyn Jackson or the
Pastor for more information on this ministry.

Our May Body and Soul will be

on Wednesday, May 20th at 6:30

PM. Joyce Grubb, Yvonne

Raper, and the Pastor will be

cooking up a meal of brown beans, corn-

bread, kraut and wieners, potatoes, slaw,

drinks and dessert. Rev. Cliff Amos of the

Holston Conference Foundation will present

the program on Planning for Your Financial
Future Even in Uncertain Times.

<&
d. [l d o
- e IkTHeAY!?

==
. Matt Klusman
. Patricia Hamm
. Laura Hutchison
. Kent Bailey, Megan Dake, Jordan Baines
. Louise Wattenbarger, Chris Meadows
. Beth Jaquish
. Jesse Sparkman, Emilee Self,
Alanna Ceurter
11. Tyler Cooley, Janice Coning, Lucy Kelly,
Elaine Davidson, Larry Shrirk,
Jason Kittle
13. Misty Cole, Matthew Cole, Beth Caulifield,
Brian Bean
14. Wayne Smith
15. Deborah Richards
16. Nancy Cranfield, Alex Robinson
17. Becky Jaquish
18. Kevin Hoppe
19. Madeline Bean
21. Allen Bailey, Carla Hughes Fields
Estela Black
22. Rodney Smith
23. Katrinka Castle, Larry Miller
24. Jordan Wooden
25. James lvan Grubb, Harold Cole,
Bruce Delmas, Betty Thompson
26. Jacob Arsenault
27. Lena Ricks
29. Greg Baines, Brandon Black,
Emileigh Baker, Braden Blair
30. Fred Fleming
31. Leah Guffey

O©oO~NOP~WE

2. Ray & Ruth Seaton
3. Kristi & Paul Hodges
5. Larry & Marjorie Shirk
6. Don & Diane MacElman,
John & Kelley Clark
18. Lee & Jessica Hashe
20. Doug & Kim Miller
22. Michael & Patti Rae Bryant,
Don & Lou Jean Hutsell,
Javier & Jennifer Zavala
23. Allen & Joyce Bailey
24. Lynn & Betty Collins
27. Dale & Karen Allen,
Ralph & Elizabeth Coleman,
Zac & Mandy Lawson

Congratulations to Vicki James

and David Derrick who were

married on March 25th on

Charley Young Beach in Maui,

Hawaii. We pray God’s bless-
ings on this new couple. Their address is:

102 Nash Drive

Athens, TN 37303
Congratulations to Ray and Sherri Lipps who
were married on January 17th. We pray
God's blessings on this new couple. Their
address is: 1616 Ashley Mill Drive

Chattanooga, TN 37421

Make me a wise mother, O Lord. Keep me calm and give me pa-
tience to bear the small, irritating things in the daily routine of life. Give me tolerance and under-
standing to bridge the gulf between my generation and that of my children. Let me not be too
ready to guide my children’s stumbling feet, but allow me to be ever near to bind their bruises.
Give me a sense of humor that | may laugh with them but never at them. Let me refrain from
preaching with words; let me show by example instead. Keep me from forcing their confidences,
but give me a sympathetic ear when my children come to me. Make me humble. Keep my chil-
dren close to me, O Lord, though miles may separate us. And let Thy light so shine upon me

that they, too, will perceive Thy glory. Amen.
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Relay for Life
On Friday May 8th, we will once
again be helping with the Relay
for Life by setting out the Lumi-
naries. We need everyone there
to help beginning at 6:00 PM.
Hamburger Luncheon
On Sunday, May 17th, we will offer a Ham-
burger Luncheon following worship. The
menu will be hamburgers and all the trim-
mings, French fries, baked beans, and
“Graduation Cake”. There will be no charge
for the meal but donations will be appreci-
ated. This meal will also serve as our
Graduation Luncheon this year as we honor
our 2009 Graduates.
Summer Mission Trip
Don't forget, our summer mission trip will be
July 11-19 and we will attend and partici-
pate in the Student Life at the Beach Con-
ference in Daytona Beach, Florida. In addi-
tion to the programs at the conference, the
group will do small mission jobs. The trip is
open to anyone in the church. See Lela
Lawson for more information.
Youth Yard Sale
When you are doing your spring cleaning
and you find things you want to get rid of,
please remember our youth yard sale. |If
you have any items you would like to do-
nate, you can drop them off in the green
storage building across the street from the
church. If you have items you want picked
up, please call Lela Lawson. Thank You!

@'ﬁ Vacation Bible School
a=Jl Our 2009 VBS which will
DR\ENf be held June 7-12. The
} ® theme this year will be
“Down at the Docks”. It
will be an exciting time for
children age 2—6th grade. A sign-up sheet
for VBS is located in the side vestibule by
the crocodile.
Volunteers and Teachers Needed
We can still use volunteers and teachers for
the classes. You don't have to be the par-
ent of a child to help. Anyone can help. For
more information on how you can help, see
Lisa Sharp.
Snack Board
Be watching for the “snack board” to see
how you can help provide snacks for VBS.
T-Shirt Orders
We will once again be ordering VBS shirts
with the theme and logo on them. A sign-up
sheet to order shirts is also located in the
side vestibule near the crocodile.

A Prayer for Our Economy

Dear God, it is such an uncertain

time economically right now. We

can’'t see what is going to happen.
But, in the face of uncertainly, | thank You
that | have a God whose love is certain. |
thank You that | have a God who sees my
need and will provide. Breath life into our
economy so that others will see what You
have done and learn to trust in You too. In
Christ | pray. Amen.

Sunday, May 31st will be

Pentecost Sunday. You are

encouraged to wear red
clothing as a way of helping to provide a
visual setting for our Pentecost celebration.

Each year at this time, we
like to highlight the accom-
plishments of our people. If
you have some “news” of
accomplishments and hon-
ors you have received, please give it to
Kathy or Jeff or email it to the church office.

We still have a few copies
of our cookbook left. If you
/A have not gotten a copy yet,
and you would like one,
please see Charlotte New-
man or call the church of-

COOKBOOKS fice at 745-1560.
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Date Flower Schedule Pew Pals 1 2 ) )
May 3, Jake Herron Charles Newman 8:00 AM Church Spring Cleaning
May 10, Aaron Bryant & Jordan Wright ~ Tim Sharp Day
May 17, Brian & Kelly Bean Susette & Michael Moore
May 24, Bruce & Carolyn Delmas Charles Al len Bailey
May 31, John & Martha Penney Greg Baines
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 6:30 Prayer Ministries 6:00 PM Relay for Life
10:00 Sunday School 10:00 Something For Everyone 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice 12:00 National Day of Prayer
11:00 Morning Worship Kodak, TN Bass Pro Shop Service at Veterans Park
4:30 Youth 5:30 Exercise Group 5:30 Exercise Group
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10:00 Sunday School 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 6:30 Prayer Ministries 5:30 Exercise Group
11:00 Morning Worship 5:30 Exercise Group 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice
7:00 United Methodist Women
17 Graduation Sunday 18 19 20 21 22 23
10:00 Sunday School 9:00 Daytime Bible Study 6:30 Body & Soul 5:30 Exercise Group
11:00 Morning Worship 5:30 Exercise Group 6:30 Prayer Ministries
4:30 Youth 7:00 Chancel Choir Practice
24 25 26 27 28 29 30

10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship

9:00 Daytime Bible Study
5:30 Exercise Group

6:30 Prayer Ministries
7:00 Chancel Choir Practice

5:30 Exercise Group

Moo Fest in Athens

31 Pentecost Sunday GG
10:00 Sunday School
11:00 Morning Worship

4:30 Youth

www.allenmemorial-umc.com

This is a reminder
for all our Prayer
Shepherds to
contact their sheep
this month and to
pray for them daily.

Praying For




